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GLANCING BACK AT 125
By Brother Daniel Burke, F.S.C., Ph.D.
President Emeritus

BEGINNING
The college that was later to become
La Salle University was founded in
P h ila d elp h ia in 1863. The in 
corporators were a group of Christian
Brothers, priests, and laymen, a coop
erative group unusual among boards
of American Catholic colleges. Two of
the group were the co-founders of the
College, Bishop James Wood, fifth
bishop of Philadelphia, and Brother
Teliow, a German immigrant who had
joined the Brothers in America.
The Civil War was raging at the
time, but Bishop Wood was anxious to
have a college for the sometimes
beleaguered Catholics of Philadel
phia. St. Joseph’s College had been op
erating earlier but had gone out of
business temporarily. The Bishop
turned to Brother Teliow, principal of
the B r o t h e r s ’ Academy in St.
Michael’s parish, to lead a different
effort.

Wister Hall (left) and College Hall, the original buildings on La Salle's 20th St. and Olney Ave. campus shortly after their completion .
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The new college was named after
John Baptist de La Salle (1651-1719),
founder of the Christian Brothers in
France and an innovator in the history
of education. La Salle was canonized
in 1900; in 1950, Pope Pius XII de
clared him to be “Patron of Teachers.”
Four years after its foundation at St.
Michael’s, the College moved to
Filbert Street, opposite what was to
become Philadelphia’s new City Hall.

Here the small collegiate department
developed for some twenty years in
tandem with the high school depart
ment; the borders between the two, in
fact, were at times indistinct. But in
the capable hands of Brother Oliver,
the second president, total enrollment
grew to over two hundred by 1871, and
the single building at Filbert Street be
came crowded.
Brother Noah, the third president

THE INCORPORATORS
I think it was the elderly jazz musician Eubie Blake
who said. “If I knew I was going to live this long, I would
have taken better care of myself.” Something similar
might be said by La Salle in its one hundred and twenty
fifth year, at least about neglecting to preserve the rec
ords of its personnel and history from the very begin
ning. Despite some research done recently by Brother
William Quinn, for example, we are not yet able to iden
tify all of our original incorporators. The Charter granted
by the Commonwealth on March 20, 1963, lists them as
James F. Wood, Nicholas Cantwell, Thomas Kierans,
Bernard Fackeldey, Jeremiah Dugan, Bernard Maguire,
William V. Keating, Hugh O’Donnell, John Gegan, and
William Moroney.
We have information, of course, about the two men
who can be considered the co-founders of the University.
James Frederick Wood was the fifth bishop of Philadel
phia, succeeding St. John Neumann, and he became the
first Archbishop in 1875. In his youth he had been a
Unitarian, joined the Catholic Church in 1838, and then
studied for the priesthood in Rome. With a certain heart
iness and pastoral sensitivity, he was also blessed with
skills in management and finance. Before the end of the
1860’s, he had to petition that his growing diocese be
subdivided into the new dioceses of Harrisburg, Scran
ton, and Wilmington. In addition to laying the legal foun
dation for La Salle College, the bishop completed the
building of his cathedral and began St. Charles Sem
inary. His work with Brother Teliow (Bernard Fackel
dey) and his honorary chairmanship of the board of
managers (as the trustees were called for nearly a cen
tury at La Salle) seemed to be congenial on both sides,
for the bishop was affiliated to the Brothers' order
before his death in 1883.
Brother Teliow was born in Wesel, Germany in 1828,
emigrated to the United States in his youth, and entered
the St. Louis novitiate of the Brothers in 1851. He was
Director of the Brothers’ Academy in St. Michael’s par
ish in Philadelphia, when Bishop Wood urged that the
school be incorporated as a college. The intention, ap
parently, and the reality for many years, was that the
school was to be a high school and college under one
roof. And that, indeed, was what many, if not most,
American colleges were at the time. But Brother Teliow
did not have to face the challenge of developing that
combination of educational programs. Soon after the in
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corporation, he was assigned to work with abandoned
children and delinquents in New York. There, together
with the famous convert Silliman Ives, he founded the
New York Protectory, and then an amazing number of
similar institutions over the next thirty years in North
and South America. He died at the Maryland motherhouse of the Brothers in 1900. His portrait, which now
hangs in the President’s Office at Belfield, suggests that
he was a solid, serious, and energetic man.
Among other incorporators, there are records of sev
eral priests: Nicholas Cantwell, assistant and later pastor
at St. Philip Neri and Thomas Kierans, briefly pastor at
St. Michael’s, and later at St. Anne’s. (Oddly enough, St.
Philip’s and St. Michael’s were the two churches burned
in the anti-Catholic riots of 1844.) And Bernard Maguire
may have been the Jesuit priest active in Philadelphia
at the time.
Among the laymen, the best noted in historical records
is Dr. William V. Keating. He was the grandson of the
colorful Irishman, Baron John Keating, who after his
exile from Ireland in the 1770’s, had been enobled by
Louis XVI. He served in the French army in the West
Indies until the Revolution, when he came to the United
States. His grandson William Valentine received a
degree in medicine at the University of Pennsylvania in
1844, began a practice in the city, and later served on
the faculty of the Jefferson Medical College. He was also
an army doctor, and a few weeks after the La Salle board
adopted its constitution on May 18, 1863, he was named
director of the hospital hurriedly set up at Broad and
Cherry Streets to receive the wounded from the Battle
of Gettysburg. After the War, Keating continued as a
trustee at La Salle and served for many years, as well,
on the board of St. Charles Seminary.
Another of our largely Irish progenitors was Hugh
O’Donnell, born in Donegal in 1803. He prospered as a
grocer and distiller in Philadelphia, became a director
of the Southwark National Bank and did public service
as a trustee of several institutions in the city.
As for Jeremiah Dugan, John Gegan, and William
Moroney, they also appear to be lay members of the first
board. But they remain modestly in the shadows of his
tory and wait to be more fully identified. Former history
majors among our alumni should feel free to track them
down.
— BDB

Brother Patrick Ellis (right), who has served as President of the university since 1977, stands with three of his predecessors (from left): Brother
Daniel Burke (1969-77), Brother Gregory Paul (1945-1952), and Brother Daniel Bernian (1958-69)._________________________________________
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and the youngest in the history of the
College at twenty-six, brought some
academic distinction to the new in
stitution during his brief tenure. Be
cause crowding continued during the
1870’s, the trustees sought more com
modious space “uptown” at 1240
North Broad Street. The College was
finally moved there in July, 1886, with
the timely assistance of a bequest
from Francis Drexel and the help of
trustee Pierce Archer, who bought the
Filbert Street location. The nucleus of
the new campus was the mansion of
the Frenchman Michel Bouvier, the
successful businessman whose de
scendant Jacqueline was, a century
later, to become First Lady of the na
tion.

DEVELOPING

Brother Teliow: Hone lone did he serve?

As the College settled into the man
sion and two new buildings on the
Bouvier property, a period of con
solidation began. The faculty re
organized curricula, with classical
studies, as in most colleges of the day,
getting major emphasis. But applied
studies appeared in the form of “in
dustrial drawing” and older business
L a S a LLE COLLEGE
BRO RICHARD
,P
resid
ent

Conducted

Broad

by the

Street

Brothers

above

of the

Girard

Christian

Avenue

Schools

College

Philadelphia

Civil Engineering
Medical Preparatory

Chemistry

DEPARTMENTS High School
Commercial

for mercantile
ig
n
earst
y
o
w
T
pursuits

An advertisement for La Salle in 1917-18.

4

Who was the

Four Years
Course in Preparation
for College

Father Thomas Donaghy, historian of La Salle in his
book Conceived in Crisis (1966), raises the question of
who should properly be called our first president—
Brother Teliow or Brother Oliver. The former was direc
tor of the Brothers’ Academy at St. Michael’s when the
charter was issued in 1863 and the first board of trustees
formed with himself as president. His tenure continued
(according to one record) through the following fall
semester, after which he was transferred. According to
another record, however, he was succeeded by Brother
Oliver in the summer of 1863. In either case, Oliver’s
tenure until 1872 made him the college’s leader during
its important initial stages of growth—and he seems to
have done an intelligent and effective job.
Born in County Clare, Ireland in 1838, he had immi
grated to Canada and entered the Montreal novitiate
when he was seventeen. He was teaching in New York
when he was transferred to St. Michael's in 1861. An
account of the Academy’s graduation in 1863 has him
posing questions in English grammar during the public
examination, while Bishop Wood offered problems in
bookkeeping and Father Sharkey, in mathematics.
During Brother Oliver's term, he continued such pub
lic examinations, usually combined with musical and
other entertainment. The program on May 22, 1868, at the
Academy of Music had a recital by the students’ band,
a short satirical play, “Running for Congress,’’ and an
extensive selection of songs and declamations (“Unfurl
the Glorious Banner,” “Hans and Gretchen,” “Fairest of
Mortals," and so forth), Similar programs were offered
on June 27 and July 3, occasions for showing off students'
achievements as the best possible public relations.
And the public seemed to be responding favorably to
the new college, for growing enrollment had led to the

First President?
move to 1321 Filbert Street the previous year. Here
Brother Oliver continued to nurture several disparate
programs, but gave new emphasis to the “collegiate”
programs as such, with a curriculum that yielded the first
B.A.’s in 1871. A signal that this program was being given
priority was the change to the name indicated in the
charter, La Salle College. The President published the
College’s first B ulletin the following year with a cur
riculum that stressed classical languages, mathematics,
and English, but a commercial program as well—and he
laid plans for the first financial aid program.
But in 1872, some tension between the President and
Brother Patrick, the Provincial, came to a head. On his
side, Brother Oliver pressed persistently for additions to
the faculty, implying that the Provincial was favoring
Manhattan, the Brothers’ college in New York. On the
Provincial’s side, there was concern for the regularity of
the religious community, where the busy Brother Oliver
was also Director. For whatever reasons, Oliver was
reassigned to San Francisco before the end of the spring
semester. The faculty, however, objected strenuously,
especially when it was learned that the President of
Manhattan, Brother Paulian, would become the new
President of La Salle when he concluded his term. A
compromise was reached in the appointment of the
young Canadian, Brother Noah. Brother Oliver had
known him in Montreal or in New York, and he spoke
generously of him in remarks quoted in The Catholic
Standard on March 30, 1872. “Under his able direction
this young institution will continue to flourish and hold
its name among that of the best colleges in the coun
try . . . .”
From the few hints which the record affords, we would
have to say that Brother Oliver’s direction was able, too,
and that he laid a good foundation for the College and
future University. His initiatives also reflect that balance
of interests which in 1951, the French philosopher
Jacques Maritain described as traditional with the
Brothers, an art
of making the means proportionate to the ends with
a craftsman’s accuracy, and by looking always at the
essentials. From the very start they have understood
that . . . education must equip youth with a genuine
and efficient professional training and the means of
making a living. And they have understood at the
same time that the formation of the soul and of the
intellect, the bringing up of man as man, remains the
highest and most indispensable aim of education.
That integration, for which all are looking today, of
the practical and the theoretical, of vocational prep
aration and the cultivation of the mind—with the
implied general enlightenment, ability to think and
judge by oneself, and orientation toward wisdom—
that integration is natural for them, and they work
it out spontaneously, because they are neither ideal
ists despising matter nor technocrats despising dis
interested knowledge; they are Christian educators
in the most concrete and realist sense of this ex
pression.
Maritain expresses well here a conscious ideal of the
Brothers from their origins and one which, beginning
with Brother Oliver, La Salle has been oriented to over
the last centurv and a quarter.
— BDB
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programs were continued—and that
was fortunate. For by the end of the
n i n e t e e n t h cen tu ry , A m erica n
Brothers were being pressured to re
turn to a provision of their original
Rule favoring non-classical education.
The resulting dispute over “The Latin
Question” soon pitted Christian
Brothers’ schools against those of the
Jesuits, American bishops against
Rome, editorialists in the N ew York
Times and other papers against the
French superiors of the Brothers.
The years that followed, for a time
without benefit of the classics, saw
other syllabi strengthened and new
programs introduced, including a
short-lived degree in engineering.
And basketball prospered. Presidents
such as Isidore, Fabrician, Abdas, and
Denis Edward—bearing names, in the
custom of the day, of noble but lesser
known saints—led resourceful facul
ties and student bodies that rarely
numbered more than fifty.
But the classes of the late nine
teenth century had many young men
who went on to distinguished careers:
William Garrity, Chairman of the Na
tional Democratic Committee; Mau
rice Francis Egan, noted English

Students studying on the Quadrangle in the 1930s.
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professor and Ambassador to Den
mark; Monsignor Hugh Henry, his
torian and translator; Bishops
McDevitt, McCloskey, and McCort; J.
Burwood Daly, member of Congress.
Surviving the difficulties of World
War I, the College looked forward to
further expansion in the ’twenties. For
this purpose, the trustees purchased a
part of the historic Belfield Farm,
home from 1810 to 1821 of the Ameri
can painter and Renaissance man,
Charles Willson Peale. No sooner was
work on the new buildings completed,
however, than the country plunged
into its worst depression. Only belttight economy and persistence by
Presidents Alfred and Anselm and
help from other Brothers’ schools got
the College through its mortgage crisis

and World War II, when enrollment
dropped from 400 to 80 students. But
a new dawn came soon thereafter.

FLOURISHING
In 1946 La Salle College was faced
with a wave of returning war veterans

THE
In the summer of 1931, Brother Francis Patrick
wrote to several alumni from the old college and high
school at 1240 North Broad Street, asking them to jot
down their memories of their days there. The Univer
sity archives has yielded one engaging reply that
came from Monsignor Hugh T. Henry, then a profes
sor at the Catholic University of America:
1248 Newton Street, N.E.
Washington, D.C.
September 25, 1931
Rev. Brother Francis Patrick
Logan Station
Philadelphia

A portrait of Monsignor Hugh T. Henry. '90. by Thomas Eakins
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Dear Brother Francis:
By separate mail I am returning the copy of the
“Souvenir” of 1913 and (alas!) the few reminiscences of
the old days at La Salle which a pumping of my memory
furnishes to me. I went first in 1876, the Centennial Year,
to La Salle as a pupil, and was enrolled in the Fourth
Collegiate class (if I recall right its title)—and that is
many, many years ago in my life. Brother Noah (the
notable author of a volume on English literature) later
on was Brother Director, and Brother Paphylinus (I
think) Assistant Director. My teachers were Brothers
Angelus (well-named from his attractive face, scarred
though it was obviously from some terrible burn due to
an accident); J ohn Evangelist (smiling and diligent,
although suffering apparently from rushes of blood to
the head); Isidore, who taught us Chemistry, and who
was, I think, later Director.
To the boys, the name of Isidore immediately lent
itself to a boy’s fashion of nicknames for his teachers,
“Isidore” leading one boy to remark: “He is a door!”,
and another to qualify that pun with (what in those days
was a high tribute to any man’s loyalty and friendship,
namely the word “brick”): “He is a Brick!” Similarly, the
very old (and somewhat pompous) professor of the
Classics in Latin was a layman named Rogerson, He was
of course familiarly known among us as “Pop Rogerson."
I think it was in my last year that the celebrated
Brother Azarias paid a visit to La Salle and addressed
the boys. Curiously, the only thing that seems to have
been impressive enough, in his address to linger in my

and began a period of expansion
which has continued to the present.
New buildings mushroomed and an
increasingly lay faculty, with distin
guished teachers such as Roland
Holroyd, Brother Patrick Sheekey and
Joseph Flubacher, kept pace with a
student body that soon numbered

thousands. This growth was matched
by innovative academic and student
affairs programs, notably a separate
Evening Division and, more recently,
several off-campus sites. New majors
were inaugurated, ranging from fine
arts to computer science and nursing,
and, beginning in the early 1950’s, a

MONSIGNOR REMEMBERS
memory, was the single word “organization,” which
probably he repeated many times and doubtless with
great emphasis. The word ought, indeed, to be impressed
everywhere and often upon Catholic boys and the Cath
olic laity in general—for organization is assuredly what
we have greatly needed. It is being largely supplied now
by the immense and immensely active “National Cath
olic Welfare Conference” at Washington, D.C., with its
numerous constituent bodies and its numerous depart
ments of splendid activity.
Another reminiscence is that of the visit to La Salle
by some representative of the Mother House in Paris—a
French Brother who set (sic) us boys the task of writing,
for a prize, an Essay on Philadelphia. We had no time
for home preparation or home help, but were seated in
our desks at La Salle and wrote under the handicap of
careful supervision of our literary efforts to prevent any
thing like “cribbing.” The prize was won by Richard
Aloysius Gleeson, who subsequently entered the Jesuit
Novitiate and became Provincial of the Western Prov
ince of that Order. He is now active in the institution
of a Catholic University for San Francisco. (Write to him
for his reminiscences!). With the over-rhetorical ambi
tion of youth, my own Essay on the occasion was un
doubtedly flamboyant in prophetic glimpses at the future
of my native city, and when my manuscript was returned
to me I was grieved to see the Frenchman’s personal
query: “Is this certain?” With the usual clarity of the
French mind, he was asking for a truly descriptive ac
count of a city in which the boys actually resided, and
I treated him to a description of the city’s grand future
as seen through the patriotic eye of a lad of fourteen or
fifteen years. And yet, I do recall that in that Essay I was
able to quote verbatim a fairly long passage from a vol
ume written by Orestes Brownson in that philosophic
convert’s best manner. Now this one fact seems to me
remarkable. Where on earth had I stumbled on the vol
ume? Who now reads Brownson?
A sad note now is that very recently I received a letter
from the widow of Stephen Burke, who first thought of
founding the College paper (The La Salle Advance) and
selected as his associates the very distinguished .Michael
J. Ryan and myself. Brother Romuald was (I think) the
Brother Director at that time. Mrs. Burke notified me of
her husband’s death, and asked me if I should like to
have some old copies of “The La Salle Advance " which
she found that Mr. Burke had carefully kept through all
the flowing years. I was very glad to accept the kind
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offer; for what Cicero called “injuria temporis,” and
what Bacon styled “the wreck of time,” had swept away
my own copies. I have had more than the “three re
moves” which, as Ben Franklin remarked in his Poor
Richard’s Alamanac, “are as bad as a fire.” And I have
accordingly lost many prized relics of my more youthful
days. Charles Dickens closes one of his Christmas Tales
with the inscription: “Lord, keep my memory green!” I
fear my own memory is no longer green, but is rather
in the sere and yellow leaf.
Perhaps, however, as time flies, it may look backward
and recall to my mind other remembrances of “Old La
Salle.”
Believe me
Sincerely yours in Domino,
H.T. Henry

Hugh Henry had achieved some fame (and an
honorary degree from the University of Penn
sylvania) as a professor of rhetoric and an authority
on church music. Among other works, he published
in translation a volume of poems by Pope Leo XIII.
Hence it was that a picture of Pope Leo (with the
Latin words Cygni Vaticani, that is, “The Swan of the
Vatican”) figures in the background of a portrait of
Hugh Henry by America’s foremost painter, Thomas
Eakins. The painting is now in the collection of St.
Charles Seminary. It was there, at the turn of the
century, that Eakins, having outgrown his earlier anticlericalism, would accompany his Catholic friend
Sam Murray to attend Vespers of a Sunday afternoon
and have dinner with the faculty.
Unlike most of Eakin’s fourteen portraits of clerics
in formal pose, this one shows his subject at work.
As in his masterpieces, with Dr. Agnew and Dr. Gross
at work in their surgical clinics, Eakins here tries to
suggest the individuality of the professor by showing
him at a specific task with the poetry of Pope
Leo—and hence the title he gave the painting, “The
Translator.”
— BDB
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THE TWO LA SALLES
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St. La Salle

La Salle

Since the early 1930’s, La Salle’s athletic teams have
been called the Explorers. They were dubbed thus, it is
said, by a Baltimore sportswriter who thought their Col
lege had been named after the seventeenth-century
French explorer. Since it's always difficult to correct the
mistakes of the media—and, perhaps, for lack of another
catchy tag—the nickname stuck.
The irony of the misnomer goes beyond simple histori
cal error, however. For few men were more unlike in
character and career than René-Robert Cavalier, Sieur
de La Salle (1643-1687), and St. John Baptist de La Salle
(1651-1719.) While they were contemporaries for a time
and both were associated with Paris and Rouen, they
were not related. (Oddly enough, John Baptist was a
cousin of the explorer of the upper-Mississippi, the
Jesuit missionary Jacques Marquette.) Robert Cavalier—
his La Salle title was honorary, taken from the name of
a family estate near Rouen—was for a time a Jesuit
seminarian. But at the age of twenty-three, he left the
seminary to try his fortune in Canada. Working out of
Montreal, he established trading posts and forts for the
colonial governor—and he prospered as a fur-trader. In
1682, with dreams of finding a western route to the Far
East and of engineering French dominance in the Ameri
can midwest, he set out to explore the lower-Mississippi.
After adventurous encounters with Indian tribes and
numerous hardships, he discovered the mouth of the
great river and claimed the Louisiana territory for
France.
When he returned as a hero to France, he was able
to get the support of King Louis XIV for a second ex
pedition. Its purpose was to establish a colony and fort
at the mouth of the Mississippi as a strategic outpost
against Spanish Mexico. But the enterprise ended in
disaster. La Salle miscalculated his position in the Gulf
of Mexico and landed in present-day Texas. Of the three
hundred people who accompanied him, only five sur
vived Indian attacks and disease in the months that fol

lowed. The disgruntled survivors, trying to make their
way to the Mississippi, finally murdered their leader. La
Salle thus fell a victim of his grandiose ambitions and
his failings as a stern and moody leader.
It was during the years of Sieur Robert’s glamorous
rise and tragic fall that John Baptist de La Salle was
quietly at work in his native city of Reims, laying the
foundation of his new order, the Brothers of the Chris
tian Schools. His journeys were confined to France, but
they were numerous and demanding as he founded
schools of various types in some twenty cities and
towns—teacher-training colleges, schools for delin
quents, adult education programs, an academy for the
exiled followers of King James II. Most especially,
though, they were grammar schools for the children of
the poor and of blue-collar workers and tradesmen. Op
position came not from a hostile nature or savage In
dians, but from competing schoolmasters who raided his
schools or sued him for not charging tuition; from rigorist
Jansenists who opposed his more balanced approach to
the Christian life and his loyalty to Rome; from mis
guided ecclesiastics who failed to grasp this priest’s con
cept of a new order without priests. John Baptist began
his expedition of service to others, not with dreams of
fame or political power, but, like Francis of Assisi, by
abandoning his security and wealth for the sake of the
poor. He dedicated his considerable organizational skills
to training a core of religious teachers; distilled his wide
experience and his learning as a doctor of the Sorbonne
in a dozen books, as practical as they were innovative,
on education and the spiritual life; and served always
to his followers and others as a model for common sense,
courtesy, self-control, and saintly charity.
John Baptist de La Salle was, then, a different kind of
pioneer and explorer. We are fortunate that the Univer
sity bears his name.
— BDB

series of graduate programs, the most
popular being the recent MBA.
Special academic programs included
an Honors curriculum, an Academic
Discovery Program, a “junior year” in
Switzerland, a notable Concert and
Lecture Series, an Art Museum, and a
valued literary magazine, Four Quar
ters. Important student affairs pro
grams included a highly professional
Counseling Center, an intercollegiate
athletic line-up that produced several
Olympic medalists and a national
championship basketball team, as
well as an imposing array of student
organizations and publications. But

two events were of very special sig
nificance in our growth—the move to
co-education in the late ’sixties and
the change to university status in 1984.
In recent decades, too, La Salle
alumni were making their mark in a
variety of fields: Francis Braceland, a
president of the American Psychiatric
Association; Ted Mecke, vice-presi
dent of the Ford Motor Company; John
McShain, builder of the Pentagon, the
Jefferson Memorial, and the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception;
Edward Stemmier, dean of the medi
cal school at the University of Penn
sylvania; Major General William

Brother Alfred, who served as President from 1928-32, speaks at a gathering of law enforcement officers.
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Burns, key figure in the arms control
negotiations; John Potts, chief of medi
cine at Massachusetts General; Tom
Gola, All-American and All-Pro
basketball star; Joseph Keenan, presi
dent of Atari; Thomas Curley, presi
dent of USA TODAY; Dennis Cun
ningham, CBS critic; Charles Fuller,
Pulitzer Prize winning playwright.
La Salle describes itself today as a
medium-size, urban university, and it
is clear that it has achieved important
success over the last one hundred and

The La Salle College faculty in 1873

10

twenty-five years, combining the old
and the new of American higher
learning with the enduring values of
Catholic tradition. It has given fresh
meaning to the well-worn adage of
David Everett in 1791, that “Tall oaks
from little acorns grow.”
Brother Burke served as the 25th President of the
university from 1969 to 1977. A m em b er of Phi Beta
Kappa, h e is a professor of English at La Salle and
a contributor o f verse and criticism to a number of
scholarly journals and collections.

A MATTER OF PEOPLE
Education has been a splendid tradition at La Salle with teachers like
Augustine, Azarias, and Clementian . . . Holroyd, Rodden, Donini, and
Flubacher . . . and many others who have played an important role in
the human side of our history.
By John Keenan, ’52

Dr. Roland Holroyd taught three generations of La Salle students.

“More than buildings, more than books, m ore than lectures
and examinations, education is a matter o f people. It is the
p eo p le who m ake up La Salle—the students, teachers, and
administrators—who give the community its character.”
I t is now almost 30 years since I wrote those words for
the La Salle Bulletin. I was then a first year teacher at La
Salle, trying to pad my paycheck a bit by editing the catalog
on the side. In many years of editing since then, I have
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changed a great many words in the catalog, but not those.
They still seem to me to be true and they still seem worth
saying. (When this same quotation was used by a designer
as a headline on a catalog cover, however, Dan Rodden
twitted me with trying to build a writing career on one
aphorism. Dan’s way of keeping me humble.)
I thought of these words again and smiled at some
memories and names as I stood last week in the lobby of
Olney Hall. It was a winter afternoon and the sun slanted
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over the memorial tablet listing the names of La Salle
people who have died. And I was thinking of Brother
Anselm and Brother Pat and Azarias and Mike De Angelis
and Clementian and Augustine and Holroyd and so many
more I have known.
“They made this place,” I thought. And then I thought of
the many others, some in retirement and some nearing it,
who had also become synonymous with La Salle in my
mind. You remember them too, or perhaps you remember
only some of them. In the coming decade, the faces on the
faculty will change more than they have in the past half
century. So this 125th birthday seems a fitting time to re
member some of the faculty faces that were so much a part
of La Salle for us as students.
Now I haven’t been around for all of the past 125 years
but I have been around here for most of the past 40 years.
Surely that entitles me to some maundering and mean
dering comments.

W h a t follows in these pages in one aging prof’s remi
niscences of some people, living and dead, that played an
important role in the human side of our history. You can
read their epitaphs or their resumes if you want to know
what they accomplished. This is about who they were. This
is about people who loved this place and lovingly gave their
lives to working for it, not only as a corporate institution
but as a transcending ideal larger than any single person
but made up of all the persons who had played their roles
over the years. In an article in Four Quarters, Claude Koch
once described this transcendent commitment as “the Idea
of the College.”
I won’t even pretend to be objective or unsentimental.
If it’s news of accomplishments you want, turn to Alumni
Notes. This little piece is what Brother Clem would have
called a “personal reminiscence” assignment. Brother Pat
would have called it a disorganized collection of
“vignettes.” He liked that word, and I learned it from him.
Just as I learned to love words and to care about excellence
in writing.
The question is, “Where do I start?” I can find no sounder
advice than that given by the King in A lice in W onderland:
“Begin at the beginning,” the King said, gravely, “and then
go on till you come to the end: then stop.” And so I shall
do just that.
The beginning for me was September of 1948. I was a 17year old freshman in a class consisting mostly of vets. The
professors too were vets, one way or another. Most of the
Brothers had been through years of high school teaching:
the lay teachers had mostly just returned from lengthy tours
of Europe or the Pacific. A goodly number of the present
senior faculty came to La Salle in those years immediately
following the war. Among the lay faculty, only Dr. Holroyd
and Dr. Flubacher had been here before World War II.

brother). Joe had seen the place nearly perish in De
pression debt, and he vowed it would never happen again.
He liked to play the hard-nosed, tough-talking, business-like
executive, but he was just too kind to bring it off. Under
the bluster and the business, he was lovable and reasonable
and kind and all the things he never wanted others to know
he was. With Joe, education was never just dollars and
cents; Joe understood the Idea of the College instinctively.
He'll be officially remembered as the founder of the Eve
ning Division, but alumni from that period will remember
him as the money-man who never forgot that money was
just a means to a higher goal.
And they’ll remember too that larger-than-life Italian,
Ugo Donini, teaching history-by-anecdote to classes filled
to the doors with students enjoying their subject (and their
teacher). Donini, like all good teachers, was an actor and
a great story teller, and his history classes were spiced (yes,
that is the correct word) with tales of the doings of Attila
the Hun, Henry the VIII, FDR, and the WASPS of Philadel
phia who had no time for Italian immigrant history
teachers. Donini took the view that history was history, and
individual course titles meant little to him. His students
soon caught on to the notion that there was much to be
learned from a Donini digression also, and they never
failed to introduce opportunities for Ugo to entertain on one
of his favorite subjects, however distantly related to the
day’s lesson (which they really hadn’t gotten around to
reading yet).

Brother Gregorian Paul, who looked as though he had
recently graduated from college, was president of this col
lege that was creating itself all over from the ashes of
Depression and wartime hardships. Never one to let the
trappings of office get in the way of practical matters, he
was known to help run the mimeograph or assist at the
switchboard in free moments.
The Dean of the College was a tall, amazingly handsome
young brother named Brother Stanislaus. Soft-spoken Stan
was a powerful presence, and he succeeded Brother Paul
as President. He had a vision and toughness, and when he
left the presidency in 1959, he had made a permanent im
pression on this growing institution and its faculty.
Both Brother Paul and Brother Stanislaus were assisted
ably in the all important financial side by the Business
Manager, Joe Sprissler (who is Brother Paul's natural

J u s t a few doors down the hall, brother Augustine was
trying to impress the sons of immigrants with the plight of
American Negro and the need for interracial justice.
Brother Gus was a leader in the fight for justice for black
people. He was a sweet, simple man of faith, and there
were those among us who learned quickly the value of
putting JMJ or AMDG at the top of our papers in sociology.
His pious practices might have belonged to an earlier day,
but his social conscience was years ahead of most Ameri
cans’ thinking at the time.
The legendary presence in the English Department was
Brother Edward Patrick Sheekey, “The Writing Teacher,"
as Brother Daniel Burke's memorial poem in this magazine
described him. Having been one of the editors of the
freshman anthology we had all used in high school, Brother
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Mike DeAngelis knew every accounting student on campus.

Pat came as close as anyone at La Salle to being famous.
God, he was tough on us—and on himself. We wrote, he
read; we revised, he read; we revised again. He kept this
endless chain letter going between his students and himself,
and we learned that the writing process is never finished.
There is always room for revision and improvement. He
cared about his students as much as he cared about the
discipline of writing. Miss a class or two and you got a note:
“I’ve missed you. Are you ill?”
One of the most popular young teachers in the depart
ment in the '50s was a Falstaffian figure name Dan Rodden.
Dan was a man of the theatre, an actor, a raconteur and
a bon vivant. In other words, he loved to tell stories and
drink beer at Smitty’s after a Masque rehearsal. Dan was
a wicked wit—as quick with a pun or a laugh line as anyone
I've ever known. I saw Peter Ustinov outshine him one night
in an informal party after Ustinov’s honorary degree, but
I reminded myself that Dan was in decline by then and not
at his best.
D a n had an ego as big as his waistline and insecurities
to match. He was at his best on stage, and wherever he was,
he was “on stage.” He revived The Masque and then in
vented Music Theatre, and he made it work better than
anyone ever thought it could. Teacher, actor, director,
producer—he was a giant, spreading the gospel of Walter
Kerr and Aristotle to sophomores and living in his own aura
of hits and flops, stars and bars. When Dan was wrong, he
was cosmically wrong. (Ask anyone who invested in The
Ambassadors for which Dan was one of the Broadway
producers.) When he was right, he made theatre magic.
(Who can forget Judith Jamison's dance in South Pacific,
Bob Bolsover in Man of La Mancha, Camelot with Pat
Cronin, or The Fantastics with Cronin and Dennis Cun
ningham?)
I’m probably prejudiced by my association with the Eng
lish Department, but all alumni will remember a favorite
English teacher. Anyone who had him will remember
Charles V. Kelly. For 14 years he headed the department
in both day and evening. Charles, who retired recently, will
live in the minds of many alumni as a splendid Chair and
a demanding, witty teacher who was not afraid to voice an
opinion or two. An 18th century specialist and a member
of a famous Philadelphia family, Charles Kelly gave his
students a sense of organization and an ability to order their
thinking.
The creative, intuitive side of English study fell to Claude
Koch. Claude is a poet. That seems like a good place to stop
trying to describe him. But it isn't sufficient or accurate.
Claude’s students learned to read Shakespeare as Renais
sance readers read him. His writing students learned to be
precise, and all of his students learned what it meant to
practice the virtue of charity in criticizing the work of
others.
The science departments had their legends also. And Dr.
Roland Holroyd was in a category by himself.
Dr. Holroyd was “the good doctor” to so many of the
present physicians in this area that it's still hard to believe
he’s gone. The personification of dignity, Dr. Holroyd was
one of the great lecturers. If Ugo Donini and Dan Rodden
were at their best when spontaneously reacting to a class,
Dr. Holroyd was the ultimate planner, speaking from notes
so detailed they reportedly contained joke cues in the
margins. Yet he was superb in his way too. Clad in his black
academic gown, his Church of England sense of ritual and
tradition so visibly a part of his character, Dr. Holroyd gave
younger faculty a sense of what it meant to be a professor.
When they named the science center after him, I always
thought they should have called it “Doctor Holroyd Hall."
I suppose his mother called him Roland, but I did not know
anyone else who did. Even Joe Flubacher, who knew him
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Dan Rodden (left) with Peter Ustinov and Brother Daniel Burke.

longer and better than any one else at La Salle, called him
“Dr. Holroyd.”
And can you really imagine La Salle without Dr.
Flubacher? The word is that he is retiring this year after
more than 50 years of explaining things like Gresham's Law
and GNP. For Joe Flubacher, economics was anything but
a dismal science. And he was not (and is not) a dismal
teacher. I never saw anyone sleep in a Flubacher class. His
lectures are happenings. His vitality electrifies students as
he moves across the front of the classroom, lecturing, acting,
cajoling, questioning, pleading—doing whatever it takes to
keep students learning.
I n many respects, Joe Flubacher epitomizes the kind of
La Salle professor I want to focus on in these pages. He
considers himself first of all a teacher. Students—La Salle
students—have been the main concern of his professional
life. He has tried to make them aware that the world of
supply and demand, buying and selling cannot be separated
from ethical and moral concerns. He communicated a con
cern for values. It permeated what he taught because it
permeated the way he lives.
The flood of names and memories keeps coming. Business
students will surely have a special memory bank devoted
to Charlie Halpin and Mike DeAngelis. Charlie, once the
world's skinniest paratrooper, became a charismatic figure
for thousands of business students over the years. His sense
of humor keeps us laughing, but his sense of values give
us sanity. Charlie’s own life demonstrated what hard work
can achieve. He worked his way through law school, raised
a large, wonderful family, and provided a model of what
a good father and husband could do. All without taking
himself too seriously.
Is there an accounting major anywhere out there who
does not remember the warmth and concern of Mike DeAn
gelis? Mike kept a mental notebook filled with the names
of everyone who had ever studied accounting at La Salle.
He made the Accounting Society one of the great networks
for job placement—because he cared about his students.
The names of others on the memorial tablet in Olney Hall
prod the memory. Brother Vincent Grimes. At one time it
seemed as if he carried the psychology department almost
single handed. He was the one you had to take if you were
going to take psychology. When he was at his peak as a
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faculty, many of them now names on the memory tablet.
There was the sardonic and brilliant Bob McDonough in
German, the charming and funny Brother Louis in Spanish
(Spanish Louie to his students who loved his sense of humor
and intelligence) and his former student turned teacher, Joe
Moran. We are still fortunate enough to have with us the
indisputably unique French professor, Richard Boudreau,
who teaches students how to think about language as
language, with an interesting history connected with each
word.

O

Brother Gregory Paul with his brother, Joe Sprissler.

teacher, he was moved to another assignment; when he
returned to La Salle, his health problems had become more
serious. But he was the father figure for the department,
the model of what a good psychology teacher could do.
I n Political Science, two strong and important per
sonalities had an impact on their students. In many ways
they were opposites; yet each played an important role in
the thinking of their students. There was Bob Courtney, the
present department Chair, and Dick Cleary, who passed
away just a few years ago. Courtney is soft-spoken, common-sensical, conservative, and focused on the national
and local scene. Cleary was more outspoken, confident, and
internationally minded. Each in his own way made a strong
impression on the students who had them in class.
No Education major among the older alumni will forget
Brother Azarias. Now there was a presence. Brother A was
one of the great wheeler-dealers of the faculty and would
have been completely at home in any smoke-filled room.
In fact, any room he was in was a smoke-filled room, even
if he didn’t have one of his awful cigars lit. George Swoyer,
the business school's resident master of ceremonies, once
called Brother A the pope of the public schools. Brother A
claimed to know everybody who was anybody, and I as a
nobody am in no position to claim otherwise. I do know this:
the large presence that La Salle graduates have in the Phila
delphia school system today certainly owes something to
Brother Azarias.
The Language Department had its share of memorable

Charles Kelly
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Dr. Joseph Flubacher

ne
the more unusual stories was that of Brother
Robert Pace, who taught Italian here in the early '50s. A
short, cherubic British subject from the Isle of Malta,
Brother Robert had been an authentic hero of the under
ground in Rome, operating under the noses of Gestapo
agents to shelter allied airmen.
We studied religion under people like Brother Clementian and Brother Thomas. Brother Clementian was a saintly
man who seldom raised his voice. His approach to teaching
religion was quite basic: he reminded us how we had for
gotten our prayers by giving assignments like “Write the
Acts of Faith, Hope, and Charity.” That was a stopper.
Brother Thomas, known in the community as “Doc Tom”
and among students as “Radar Thomas” (in honor of his
hearing aid) was a student of the classics. A truly kind man,
he gained a reputation among more recent students as the
brother who feeds the squirrels in the quadrangle.
There are many other faculty members I haven’t men
tioned, I’m sure. Perhaps I’ve missed one of your favorites.
Why, I ask myself, do these people stick in my mind as
important parts of my education? I do not think it is because
of the facts they taught me. I have forgotten most of the
information, but I have remembered what these teachers
taught me about being a person. I remember them because
of who they were, not because of what they knew or how
many degrees they held or how many publications they had.
If there is a point to these meaderings of middle age, I
suppose that’s it: I want the present faculty, those of my
generation and those younger, to know that they are part
of a splendid tradition. The faculty who helped make La
Salle what it is were not all great teachers or outstanding
scholars. But they knew what was important. They knew
that students counted first, and that concern for students
was not something you put time limits on.
And I want alumni and students to recognize that we have
all been very fortunate to have made the acquaintance of
people who understood how to subordinate their own selfinterest to something larger and more enduring—the idea
of La Salle. That brings me to the end, and following the
king's advice, here I shall stop.
Mr. Keenan, longtime professor and form er chairman of the
English Department is, himself, one of the “living legends”
o f the faculty as well as being, arguably, the finest writer
on campus. He is the author of Feel Free To Write.

Brother Augustine

THE WAY IT WAS
La Salle experienced a remarkable educational genesis in the 1950s with
knickers flapping in the wind, players like “Buddy” and “Wacky,” plenty
of “Day-Hops,” Korean War veterans, Dad Vail champions, and
Boathouse parties.
By Bernard J. McCormick, ’58

The first dormitories opened in 1953 and the mood of the campus was never quite the same afterward.

I have been asked to recall for our
younger readers what La Salle was like
in the old days. Not the real old days,
merely thirty or forty years ago. This is
not easy to do for in my senior year,
1958, we had something called KnickerSoccer Day on which all the students
dressed up like idiots and rooted for our
soccer team. We brought girls, now
known as women, on campus and we
had flasks hidden beneath our tweeds.
We wound up drinking a tavern in
Chestnut Hill dry that night and I have
not remembered anything very clearly
ever since.
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Actually, my first memories of La
Salle are sounds and smells. I was in
grade school in the late 1940s, and my
uncle, known then as Brother Felix
Francis, and since the revolution as
Brother Francis McCormick, had been
transferred to La Salle from West Cath
olic High School. He was a man of great
influence on campus and used to sneak
some of us into the gym at off hours,
such as Sunday mornings.
Compared to the concrete railroad
siding in Germantown which was our
home court, La Salle’s gym was the
Spectrum. It was on the first floor of

what used to be La Salle High. Today
it is called the Wister Library Annex.
Beneath it, in the basement, were lock
er and equipment rooms and the
cafeteria. That combination carried
with it an odor, not unpleasant, that got
in your clothes and stayed with you for
years. It was the smell of sport. And
because La Salle’s basketball teams,
already nationally known, practiced on
the same floor, it remains in memory as
the smell of the big time, of success.
That smell seemed to come through
the floor, the combination of linament
and hamburgers and fresh varnish on
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the shiny floor, and from somewhere
down among those subterranean
aromas there would come a dull thump,
the sound of a ball being bounced and
the rumble of people on the steps lead
ing to the gym and the flat sound of
basketballs hitting those steps as the
players came up.
The arrival of the real players, the
college team or the high school guys,
was our signal to scram but we would
frantically try for a few more shots until
someone in real power, such as Obie
O’Brien, coach of the high school,
shooed us off.
Som etim es after those sessions we
would cross campus, into the basement
of College Hall, where the Masque re
hearsed its shows. I can remember
being impressed by the quality of the
singing and my uncle used to point out
a man he described as wonderfully tal
ented. He was a strange looking man
who appeared both slender and portly
at the same time. He had exophthalmic
eyeballs and a dynamic, commanding

style with the actors. Even to my young
eyes he clearly knew what he was doing
and savored the performance of direct
ing. His name was Dan Rodden. I would
later get to know him well. He was the
best teacher I ever knew.
A l though it has long repaired to the
woods of Montgomery County, La Salle
High in the 1950s was so much a pres
ence on campus that it’s hard to separ
ate sensations of the high school from
later years at the college. After World
War II the high school was actually
larger than the college and the athletic
facilities were common to both.
To me and many others it was an
eight-year learning experience on the
same grounds. Many La Salle High
grads simply walked across the quad
rangle for higher education. Notable
among them were the basketball play
ers who were giving the college na
tional recognition. Backcourt stars
Buddy Donnelly and Wacky O'Hara
(whose real first names are Charles and
Francis) were players I watched for

Groundbreaking for the new library on Dec. 19, 1950 was a dramatic sign of new times:
areas.

eight years, as were Tom Gola and
Charley Greenberg.
The high school also provided a solid
academic core for the college. Some
rivals would not admit it, but La Salle
High was becoming the best high school
in the city and a roster of the top
scholars at the college always included
a preponderance of La Salle High boys.
The proximity of the high school added
dimensions the college otherwise lack
ed. The high school football team, its
gold helmets like Army and its big band
dressed like Navy, enlivened Sunday
afternoons. The energy of the younger
school contrasted with the mood across
campus, which in those unusual days
was sober before its time.
A lthough La Salle College had been
around for 90 years, at the end of World
War II it boasted only 90 students. Of
course, all colleges were down during
that period. When the troops came
back, all hell broke loose in the regis
trar’s office. By the fall of 1946 La Salle
had 1,215 students; by 1947, 1,700. Most

an entire building devoted to books and study

of them were vets. The 1947 class was
75 percent vets, many of whom would
not have gone to college without the G.I.
Bill.
11 made La Salle, and many other col
leges, much more mature places than
they would have been normally. They
also had an impact on the emergence of
tiny La Salle as a national basketball
power. A number of those players on
the first nationally ranked teams were
in their mid-20’s.
The influence of the vets remained
strong for more than a decade. My
freshman class in 1954 was 25 percent
vets, an influx from the Korean War. It
made for two worlds. Those of us who
were teenagers were trying to make La
Salle a more collegiate place. We cued
on the Ivies, wearing crew cuts and
white bucks and khaki pants and regi
mental ties and caps with belts in the
back. The preppie look, in today's
parlance.
There was a division of opinion on
what a La Salle student should look
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like. A fair number of guys still
preferred the pegged pants and high
risers left over from whatever cul
turally inadequate high school they at
tended.
The younger set enjoyed a party. The
crew was one of the stronger cliques on
campus and the boathouse parties were
world class. The vets for the most part
didn’t worry about clothes or parties,
unless they got involved in the Masque,
which did have fun. Most of the older
students were too busy to enjoy college.
Many were married, or about to be, and
quite a few had families. Many of them
were also working 40-hour weeks. I did
that myself for two years.
A lot of the working vets were good
students, despite their tight schedules.
They were overwhelmingly serious
people, or maybe they were just older.
The First Pennsylvania Company was
loaded with La Salle people at night. I
found it possible to work a 40-hour
week and party with distinction, but it
was difficult to work, party and excel

academically. Having a better sense of
values than most of the vets, I kept
academics in its proper secondary
place in the college experience.
I can’t speak for everybody, but the
transition from La Salle High to the col
lege was not traumatic. Because of the
large number of vets who had been
away from school for several ye^rs,
there were some special programs de
signed to help them adjust to the college
regimen. We had one freshman compo
sition course that seemed to consist of
reciting the alphabet or something. In
my case it was too easy. My cumulative
index went steadily downward from
dean's list in my first semester. A mild,
panicky comeback in my last semester
of senior year brought me smack in the
middle of the class at graduation.
After that soft introduction, the
academics were challenging. My good
fortune was to have Dan Rodden for
every course I could swing. He always
gave me A’s, and his classes were so
utterly enjoyable that I never cut one
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Returning veterans from World War II and Korea were soon replaced by Army ROTC cadets

unless I really had to. “Art,” he
pounded into us, “was intellectual rec
reation achieved through the con
templation of order.” We dissected that
definition the way pre-meds played
with cadavers. I think back on Rodden’s
classes as pure intellectual recreation.
I don’t mean to make La Salle in the
1950s sound like an easy place. We all
knew the pre-med people worked like
crazy, and then as now they could get
into the best medical schools. Although
I had no idea what went on in the busi
ness programs, some guys I found pretty
smart seemed to have their hands full,
maybe the reason the accounting major
is so highly regarded today.

M
y dominant impressions, however,
are not of the classroom. I still have bad
dreams of overdue term papers. I think
of trips with the crew, and the ribald
song the guys sang after every victory.
I remember Tom Gola floating down
the court and thinking I would never
see a player as good in my lifetime, and
the basketball team wearing sleeves on
its jerseys and introducing what be
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came a style of uniforms for the next 15
years. La Salle seemed to have a big
reputation emanating from a small
place. It was indeed intimate, es
pecially with the high school sharing
the small turf.
W hen I first saw it, La Salle’s campus
was only about 15 years old, having re
located from its original downtown lo
cation in 1929-1930. Campus is
stretching the word. There were just
two major buildings, College Hall and
the high school. McShain Hall was
being added and there might have been
one more temporary building thrown
up to handle the post-war booming en
rollment. The buildings still had a sense
of fresh brick.
It was a very male place, the first
women students being years away, and
the Christian Brothers were a numer
ous and formidable presence. They
were easy to spot. They wore long black
robes and they played very dirty in
basketball games.
During the 50s, there was an im
pression of squeezing things in as

who enjoyed two years of compulsory study.

needed. The newly established ROTC
program found room underneath the
stands of McCarthy Stadium. Quonset
huts appeared to provide extra locker
facilities. The dramatic sign of new
times was the construction of a library
in 1952. That seemed a huge stride, an
entire building devoted to books and
study areas. I still think of it as modern,
although the new Connelly Library this
year has dwarfed it.
Visiting the campus today, I find no
apt cliche for the reaction one has to the
way the place has sprawled. Bewilder
ment, maybe. Thirty years ago there
was a feeling that there was no place
to go. The surrounding neighborhoods
of Germantown, Logan and Olney had
long been built. Public land, Wister
Woods, flanked the south; Central High
blocked the east, and a solid residential
neighborhood lay north.
C 3 nly the old farm, as we called it,
across 20th Street, seemed to offer
growth potential. But the relationship
between the Wister family and the La
Salle family was not reported to be ter-

The Tap-Off Rally, featuring a parade, floats, and basketball queen competition, was a campus social highlight in the 1950s.

ribly warm, and although there were
rumors that La Salle would one day
jump that high old stone wall, that vault
did not seem imminent.
We never thought of the Good
Shepherd Home as future territory, nor
were the century old houses near Ger
mantown Hospital viewed as part of our
manifest destiny. It seemed an abberation when La Salle crossed Olney Av
enue to build the first residence halls.
Viewing that event over the span of an
institution's long history, however, it
must rank with the influx of the vets
and the more recent discovery of
women as one of those character-chang
ing developments.
(jrroun d broke for the first dorms in
1952. There had always been a smatter
ing of La Salle students renting apart
ments near the campus. Most of them
came from upstate. But the first dorms
im m ediately altered that mood.
Although there was room for only a few
hundred students, it was enough to start
the transition from a place where
people came to learn and went home
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again, to a true academic community,
round-the-clock La Salle people, for
whom school was also home.
U n t i l then, most La Salle students fell
into my boat. We attended La Salle
partly through accessibility. I walked to
school. Most came by subway and then
on the rickety 26 trolley, or by bus from
the northwest parts of the city. It was
Day Hop U. But the dorms became a
core of activity and a nucleus for an
emerging university spirit. For many of
us who didn’t board, the dorms were an
instant social center. That demon
strated the need for a true student
union, and along it came in 1959. I re
member it well. Scheduled to go on ac
tive duty in the late fall, I was among
a number of students hired by
McCloskey Company to labor on the
structure. Best job I ever had. I re
member a cool fall day when I saw the
then president, Brother Daniel Bernian,
talking to a group of freshmen below
me as I fought a large piece of plywood
in the wind. I called to him and he
pointed to me as the class valedictorian

and an example of the good jobs La
Salle grads were getting.
People living on campus brought the
school a traditional college atmosphere.
A lot of the jocks lived in the dorms and
for the first time a conscious school
spirit began to develop. These were the
people who followed the basketball
team to Madison Square Garden and
brought visitors from out of town to see
their school. They took memorable
spring trips to Florida with the crew.
And they supported Knicker-Soccer
Day.

M

ay I dwell on this? Even then La
S a l l e ’s sports program was ex 
traordinary. The championship basket
ball teams were premier, of course, but
La Salle was good at everything. Tom
Curran, the legend ary “ B e a r , ”
produced annual Dad Vail champions
in rowing. Joe Kirk in swimming and
Frank Wetzler in track and field were
equally outstanding, dominating their
conferences. But without football, fall
was a pale season, sports speaking, and
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to keep in shape a lot of the crew went
out for soccer.
La Salle always had a core of players
with unpronouncable names who knew
soccer from the old world. With the
lunks from the crew playing with
enthusiasm, if not skill, the team held
its own. But nobody cared.
A group of us were sitting around the
dorms one night plotting to lead La
Salle to glory. Larry Borger, sports edi
tor of the paper, was there, and Buzz
Kohler, an outstanding sprinter on the
swimming team who is now Dr. Frank
Kohler of South Jersey. We were think
ing about establishing some kind of
Homecoming Day for La Salle and the
idea was presented to tie it in with the
undersupported soccer team. La Salle’s
answer to Penn’s “Skimmer Day.’’
W e came up with knickers as a gim
mick and then Buzz Kohler threw out
the word “Knickerbocker Day.” It was
a short jump to Knicker-Soccer and just
a few weeks later a pair of knickers
flying from the flagpole at 20th and
Olney saluted a memorable morning.
We brought 1,000 people to the game,
including ladies. All the guys wore
knickers, most of them manufactured
from old pants by a tailor we found in
North Philadelphia (for five bucks a
pair).
The soccer team beat Elizabethtown,
or maybe it was Glassboro State. I’m
sure it wasn’t Harvard. A great tradition
was born. The following year it died. A
huge, crazed crowd turned out in 1959.
I was not there, having a prior commit
ment at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, but the
story relayed to me is that some of the
gang had a bit too much liquid energy
and when a fight broke out on the field,
a minor riot ensued.
Brother Gavin Paul, who I believe is
now late and won’t sue, was assigned
the job of investigating the disaster. He
concluded that the students equated the
word knicker with liquor, and forced a
name change to—are you ready for
this?—Soccer Day. It was the end of a
tradition, but not the end of a college
that was well on its way to a university.
I think it's fair to say that 30 years ago
few of us appreciated how good La
Salle was. We knew the pre-med pro
gram was tops. Because it was essential
ly extra-curricular, the impact of Dan
Rodden’s musical theater was hard to
assess. I certainly didn’t have the back
ground to appreciate the strength of the
English department. There were no
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journalism classes. The first one La
Salle ever offered was a once a week
brush, and it was terrible. I should
know. I taught it.
And how was a young mind, often
distracted by the the fun of the world,
to properly weigh the satisfying lec
tures of the elegant and witty Charles
Kelly, or to place a true value in the
capacity for hope demonstrated by the
talented Claude Koch, already with sev
eral novels to his credit, who read the
stuff we submitted in his creative writ
ing course with more attention than we
gave to the writing? With an earnest
ness that seemed outrageous then, and
no less today, he could suggest that
Graham Greene might have treated a
certain scene a little differently.
I was aware that some of the English
majors could write like hell, and the
competition among the student scribes
on the Collegian staff and the compli
ments one got on something well done,
were a dare to try one’s hand at this in
life after La Salle.
But nobody could take his own musings seriously enought to suspect any
contribution to La Salle’s evolving repu
tation for excellence in the humanities,
as cited in a recent U.S. News and
World Report study. Nor could the best
of us sense the beginnings of the Honors
Program which would result in such an
extraordinary record of prestigious post
graduate awards.
A l l I can honestly say is that things
could hardly have developed better for
me in preparation for what passes as
work in my life. I may have cut too
many classes, but the house in the
newspaper office compensated. I didn't
know what to do after college, but I’m
lucky no grad school would have me. It
would have been a waste of both our
times. Instead I got a job and for three
decades have been doing for money
pretty much what I once did for fun in
college.
When we left La Salle in 1958, few of
us were conscious of having been some
where near the middle of a remarkable
educational genesis. And although I've
been on or around the campus at least
once a year ever since, it wasn’t until
the addition of the old Belfield property
across the street that this protracted
drama of an emerging institution took
on something akin to intellectual rec
reation achieved through the con
templation of order.
Now I find myself thinking of La Salle

as I once regarded the University of
Pennsylvania, not so much a school as
a neighborhood and way of life, sprawl
ing in all directions into any agreeable
building or lot, waving its name and
colors in the form of pennants, speaking
in signs up and down nearby streets.
I doubt if there are many 1950 grads
who never returned to La Salle, but if
there are any who plan a reunion in this
anniversary year, I suggest a stress test
before you arrive.
I felt in need of one myself last year
when I first walked the new property.
It was a day of winter, wet and chilly,
and I’m glad nobody saw me walking
around the Peale house built in 1702 (I
tell people we have a building older
than anything at Harvard; it’s technical
ly true) and simply unable to rid my
face of a silly, quizzical smile. I
prowled down the hill toward Belfield
Avenue, then walked the soggy low
lands and back up along the rough path
through the thick woods and then over
toward Germantown Hospital. Every
thing around here seemed to be La
Salle and for the first time I realized
that to visitors Wister Woods must seem
part of La Salle’s campus. Thirty years
ago there was no part of La Salle that
couldn’t be reached in a few minutes,
but walking from the Good Shepherd
property to the extreme corner of the
baseball field, by way of the new
Belfield campus, took about 15 minutes.
A few months later I brought a young
visitor who goes to school in South
Bend, Indiana, to see where his father
went to college. It was a stunning late
spring day and the estate that we used
to overlook from the top floor of College
Hall was all green and flowered.
Through the foliage, in the distance we
could see the bricks and tower of the
old building, sitting with a dignity that
I had never noticed, or imagined.
I wondered why it never looked that
way to me before. I tried to remember
back 30 years but my mind kept hearing
the dull sound of a basketball coming
from beneath a varnished floor and the
smell of food and athletic history rising
from somewhere down below. About
all my mind’s eye could see was a pair
of knickers flapping in the exciting
wind against the brilliant blue sky of an
autumn morning.
Mr. McCormick, who has written for a
number o f national publications, is a
columnist for The Sun-Tattler, in Holly
wood, Fla.

T
j a Salle University was founded in the midst of social
upheaval and national crisis. In 1863, when La Salle re
ceived its charter, our country was bloodied by a fierce
battle to decide the geographic boundaries of the Union,
the powers of the federal government, and the moral ques
tion that the Founding Fathers had failed to confront: can
slavery co-exist in a truly democratic nation. The Civil War
was but one event in a series of political, religious, and
economic occurrences that has molded La Salle during the
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past 125 years. Through all the vagaries of change, La Salle
University has been no mere passive spectator. Like each
of us, La Salle has consistently determined the shape of the
world it lives in as well as being shaped by it.
As we look at La Salle in 1988, we see evidence of that
dramatic engagement everywhere. The university is indeed
the agent of social transformation as well as the subject.
For some, it is most apparent in the new library rising
powerfully to claim its symbolic place in La Salle's
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academic landscape. For others, it is in the astounding de
velopment of the Business School or the impressive success
of the Nursing Department. Still others look to the physical
expansion of La Salle’s real estate, represented most re
cently by the eighteenth-century elegance of the Charles
Willson Peale property. But for many of us, the most potent
example of change came in the wake of La Salle’s decision
to admit women.
I t is no coincidence that La Salle’s decision came at the
end of a decade that we now mark as the beginning of the
contemporary American women's movement. John F. Ken
nedy had established the President’s Commission on the
Status of Women in 1961 whose report was issued in 1963,
the same year as the Equal Pay Act and Betty Friedan’s
benchmark book, The Fem inine M ystique. A year later,
Title VII of the Civil Rights bill was passed guaranteeing
equal employment and setting up the Equal Employment
Opportunities Commission. Soon after, Title IX legislation
was passed which forbid sex discrimination in any educa
tional program receiving federal funds. More than any
other single act, Title IX altered profoundly the quality and
equality of the American educational system. In 1966, the
National Organization for Women was founded and by 1967
Women's Studies courses began to appear at a number of
colleges across the country. That year, a small Catholic
college in Philadelphia began admitting women. Brother
Emery Mollenhauer, then Dean of the Evening School, act
ing with his usual foresight, admitted women to the evening
division. In 1970, under Brother Daniel Burke’s leadership
as President, La Salle accepted its first women to the day
school.
Clearly then, the sixties was a decade in which women's
rights was an increasingly insistent theme just as Civil
Rights had begun to be in the fifties and early sixties. But
La Salle could have ignored the stirrings beyond its walls.
It could have chosen to maintain its century-old tradition
as an all male college. But it chose differently. Undoubtedly
the arguments for becoming a co-educational institution
were economic as well as political or moral. For whatever
complex reasons, La Salle made the choice to engage in the
national debate about the place of women in our society
and the role education ought to play in that transformation.
As a result, La Salle has altered its identity more signifi
cantly than any building, program, or property could ever
have effected.
I came to La Salle 17 years ago, just one year after the
university admitted women to the day school. My own evol
ution as a teacher, scholar, mother, and activist is inter
woven in the events that so transformed the institution
which nourished my growth as I trust I nourished its de
velopment. I arrived as a barely experienced but excep
tionally idealistic teacher who from the beginning was in
tensely aware that the most distinctive thing about me was
that I was female. I felt it wherever I went—whether in a
classroom, a department meeting, the faculty dining room,
or graduation. The feeling was sometimes flattering, some
times embarrassing, once in a while puzzling, and oc
casionally painful. Women had arrived in the seventies but
La Salle had not really changed—yet. There were too few
of us and it would be some time before we would see
ourselves reflected in the institution’s image.
As the only female faculty member in the English Depart
ment who had all her course assignments in the day, I
remember feeling isolated that first year. I was always
aware that I was a deviant from the norm, despite the warm
welcome by most of my male colleagues in the English
Department, especially its chair Charles Kelly. His
courageous and generous leadership established a climate
of openness and experimentation as La Salle welcomed
women.

22

Although I remember being both angry and defensive
when a departmental colleague told me that I had gotten
the job because I was a woman, I realized he was right.
Charles had recognized that La Salle could not accept
women as students without beginning to hire women faculty
as well. Students needed to see themselves reflected in
positions of authority and power. Studies today confirm the
correlation between women students’ self-esteem and the
proportion of women on the faculty and in the adminis
tration. In 1988, the English Department alone can boast of
seven full-time women faculty and many additional parttime women faculty. Although we are far from achieving
a balanced representation of women in either English or
the university as a whole, people like Charles Kelly set a
standard that many other chairs have not yet even begun
to approach 17 years later.
C h a n g e , especially an institutional one, comes slowly. It
is useful, then, to have nearly two decades by which to
measure some of the differences between the La Salle of
1971 and the La Salle of 1988. The student population in 1971
was about 20% female and 80% male. Typically 4 to 5
female students would be in a class of 25 and all of them
would sit huddled together, usually as close to me as they
could get. Today, the majority of La Salle students are
female. The latter phenomenon reflects a national trend,
for 51 % of students educated today are women, and like
those at La Salle, a disproportionate number attend part
time. La Salle’s day school population is roughly 45%

Dr. Barbara C. Millard, professor of English, is the first woman
president of the Faculty Senate.

female and 55% male, while its evening division is about
75% female and 25% male. The current population is a
different mix than 17 years ago. There are more older
women, and more students are from racial minorities,
statistics not so evident in the day school.
M o s t likely, the female student population would have
increased somewhat had La Salle done nothing, but it ex
panded even more rapidly because La Salle recognized that
recruitment and retention programs needed to be estab
lished. The Continuing Education for Women Program was
created, spearheaded by several dynamic women faculty
and supported administratively. La Salle reached out
specifically to women over 26 who had missed the op
portunity for college but who might be wooed back. It meant
recognizing, as we already had with veterans, that
women—especially older women—had a particular set of
problems and needs growing out of their place and defined
role in American culture. The CEW program adopted ad
missions procedures appropriate to such a population, of
fered counseling to accommodate women who typically
were still carrying greater responsibilities as wives,
mothers, and workers while trying also to be students, and
offered study skills and brush-up sessions for a population
that may not have been in a classroom for ten to 30 years.
Again, La Salle did not remain passive but assumed
financial and administrative responsibility for creating a
program to attract, support, and retain its female older
students. For years, the student group with the highest
grades of any group on campus continued to be CEW stu
dents.
As women began to come to school in greater numbers,
we found ourselves confronted by another unanticipated
dilemma. Some of those students were mothers and some
of their children were pre-school age. If La Salle seriously
wanted to recruit more female students and female faculty
and staff, it would need to play its institutional part in
setting up some way to help women raise children. Just as
La Salle has actively lobbied for, solicited, and adminis
tered financial aid programs in order for students to be able
to attend classes, so La Salle needed to support child care
facilities for the same reason.
Building Blocks: Child Development Center, Inc., was
established adjacent to campus in October, 1973. Its im

mediate impetus came from a young mother who grew
weary of bringing her toddler to classes. Two faculty mem
bers took the lead and with the help of Brother Daniel
Burke as President, doors were opened in a church base
ment for 12 children. Building Blocks became privately in
corporated. La Salle distinguished itself from all other
Catholic universities in the area as it set the example for
institutional innovation and cooperation in child care.
Though autonomous from La Salle, Building Blocks is now
located in a campus building where some 60 children are
cared for by a staff of seven professionally trained teachers.
Students are regularly involved with the Center through
work study, academic internships, or class projects. In rec
ognizing the lack of support systems available to families
in our society and insisting on the importance of quality
child care for our nation’s children, La Salle has redefined
its obligations to support the social transformations occur
ring within families in this latter part of the twentieth cen
tury.
As a faculty member whose two daughters attended
Building Blocks, I know that having a day care center at
tached to my place of work helped reduce the inevitable
difficulties of integrating career and family, a combination
that students today assume will be simple. It is not. Since
predictions are that by 1990 only one family in four will
have the mother at home to work full-time raising children,
such facilities for children will become absolutely neces
sary in a country without a national policy on child-rearing.
E stablishing the connection between day care and educa
tion was just one indication that we found ourselves part
of a grand experiment. Students were affected in other
ways as well. There were few sports programs available for
women and when they did exist, they were anything but
equal to the men’s. I can remember women basketball play
ers sewing their own uniforms and gathering enough cars
between them so that they could drive themselves to their
pitifully attended games. Early Collegian coverage rarely
acknowledged women’s sports and when it did, it usually
ridiculed them. Several women who were particularly
upset by such treatment solved the problem by joining the
Collegian staff, despite resistance, and writing the articles
themselves. The change in content and tone was dramatic.
Women students played a crucial role in the dynamic

The majority of La Salle students in 1987-88
are women. In 1977 the student population
was only about 20 per cent female.
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The Building Blocks Child Development Center was established in 1973 and now cares for some 60 children.

transformation of La Salle, especially those students who
were clearer about what they needed as women. They or
ganized a student group of their own, Women on Campus,
that put out a newsletter, set up free university courses in
art, self-defense, and women's history, did programming on
campus, organized a Holly Near concert, a Feminist Week
of activities, small personal group discussions called con
sciousness-raising groups, and somehow convinced the col
lege to give them some space of their own for a Women’s
Center with a library, resources, and casual space for meet
ings and classes. The Women’s Center was taken away in
the late seventies and claimed for dormitories. Women be
came involved in other campus groups like Students Gov
ernment Association, Resident Life, and athletics. They in
fluenced the food selection, kind of security needed in a
society where being female puts one at risk on our streets,
and were critical of career counseling instruments that
asked whether they wanted to be a Senator’s wife or a
banker’s wife.
T hey also were instrumental in asking the college to re
think the curriculum we offered. In 1973 two of us offered
the first Women’s Studies course, “The Image of Women
in British and American Culture, 1792-1973.’’ For teachers
and students alike, it crystallized how little any of us had
studied women’s experiences. By focusing exclusively on
women, the course only highlighted how the education we
received was overwhelmingly male, white, and middle
class.
“I have rarely been made to feel that women’s ex
perience exists,” wrote one student in 1973. Another ex
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plained, “The curriculum is so male-oriented [that] I some
times feel like a kind of neuter, a temporarily masculinized
mind in my same female self looking at a male world and
ignoring the female realm of experience.” Most devastating
in its revelation about the consequences of such a cur
riculum comes from still a third student, “Since women's
achievements in any of the fields I have studied here are
never or rarely mentioned, the only conclusion that is
usually made is women have never done much and never
will.”
W i t h students to support us, several of us faculty mem
bers began to retrain ourselves and develop courses that
placed women at the center of study: Women and Litera
ture: Women and History; Sex, Power, and Socialization;
The American Woman; The Psychology of Women; Women,
Religion, and Society; Spanish Women Writers; Women and
Work; Concepts of Liberation: Men and Women; Women
Writers. In 1981, a formal concentration in Women's Studies
was approved and under the new curriculum in 1987, it
became a minor. Some 4-7 different courses are currently
offered each semester to some 300 students each year, and
a journal of student essays, Gender Lines , publishes the five
or six best critical papers every year.
Administrative changes also needed to be made. There
was no woman in the Counseling Center for the new popu
lation of women students, a situation President Daniel
Burke rectified quickly. There was a female Dean of Stu
dents, but she was the only female administrator with any
significant authority.
After Phyllis Montgomery, the Dean of Students, left La

career training we offered, even the language we used to
describe our community and the world.
After two decades, we can see that La Salle has changed
profoundly, and yet there are still many challenges facing
us in our quest for genuine equality. Every achievement
seems to reveal still more that must be done. It is similar
to the mixed picture of success that we see in the society
at large. Women have made impressive gains in law and
medicine, but 80% of women work in only 20% of the
Department of Commerce job categories. We have a woman
Supreme Court Justice, but women are not fully protected
by the Constitution that Justice O’Connor interprets. Nearly
half the labor force is now female, but three out of five
working women earn less than $10,000. We know that educa
tion is poverty prevention for women, but high school com
pletion and college enrollment is declining for women. Dur
ing a period when the federal government itself has been
an active opponent of Title IX and Title VII legislation,
equity has been slowed nationally.

La Salle’s women’s basketball team celebrates a victory over St.
Joseph's.

Salle in the mid-seventies, no woman held any major ad
ministrative post for almost ten years. Recently, however,
three major administrative positions were filled by very
capable women: Director of the Library; Dean of the Eve
ning Division and Summer Sessions, and Associate Dean of
Arts and Sciences.
T h e Faculty Senate in 1971 had one woman, Dr. Minna
Weinstein, a person of extraordinary executive ability who
could manage to be elected Vice-President but as in high
school student government in my day clearly never could
be elected President. To the slowly growing pool of female
faculty, Mickey became mentor, advocate, and loyal friend.
Under her tutelage, many of us learned political skills that
would enable us to be elected to the Senate in numbers far
beyond our population in the faculty. The Senate finally has
its first woman President, Dr. Barbara Millard, who has
been elected by her peers for three years in succession.
Like Mickey, Barbara’s administrative skills are ex
traordinary and in Mickey's tradition, Barbara has gener
ously expended herself on behalf of women on our campus
and tried to insure that the institution meet women's needs.
By 1988, nearly twenty years after admitting women stu
dents, we can now say, women and men alike, that you
could not simply “add women and stir." In opening its doors
to women, a series of consequences followed that have
resulted in a re-examination and in some cases a restructur
ing of the institution. To become a truly co-educational
institution took far more than ladies rooms, mirrors, and
yogurt in the cafeteria. It meant we had to look at our hiring
and promotion practices, our student recruitment and re
tention policies, monitor the courses in our curriculum and
the classroom climate for female students. We needed to
take a critical look at the programming on campus, the
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W h i l e some people may be tempted to replicate that
trend on our campus, we need to resist such impulses and
maintain our continuum of progress. Instead of pulling back
from Title IX and VII, why not embrace both? Why not
appoint a full-time Affirmative Action Officer to help us
chart our institutional plan for women and minorities? Or
why not establish an Office of Women's Affairs with a
Director who could coordinate activities on campus to
educate faculty, students, and staff alike about issues of
vital importance to our community? Why not monitor our
curriculum so that we are more confident that a La Salle
student could never graduate in 1988 without reading a
woman writer, knowing who Ida B. Wells Barnett was, ask
ing how an economic policy might affect women differently
than men, or having a female professor? Our female stu
dents have to conquer new obstacles different than the
problems facing graduates twenty years ago. Family and
work, sexuality, global unrest, and economic vulnerability
are but a few issues that will challenge women students in
the next decade. Have we prepared them adequately with
the knowledge they will need and the self-confidence to
believe they can find solutions?
Change does not merely happen to people, to institutions.
People and institutions also make change happen. The
transformations that have occurred here at La Salle have
happened largely because students voiced their needs and
acted to achieve them; because faculty stretched outside of
our own training in men’s studies that had passed for so
long as human history; because student affairs staff made
sure their services met the needs of all their clients; and
because high level administrators set a tone of equality and
took some risks in instituting structures and policies that
would insure equity. Each of those change agents echoed
the words of Sojourner Truth, who was an abolitionist,
former slave, and women’s rights advocate: “I am for keep
ing the thing going while things are stirring; because if we
wait till it is still, it will take a great while to get it going
again.’’ As the national and personal debate continues
about women's proper place in our society, La Salle will
undoubtedly continue to be an active participant. Though
shaped by the historical moment, La Salle will also have
an opportunity to create history by virtue of the choices it
makes and actions it takes in this next era.
Dr. Musil, an associate professor of English at the univer
sity, is currently serving a year as national director of the
National Women's Studies Association at the University of
Maryland.
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WE’VE COME A LONG WAY, BABY!

Tom Gola played for and coached the greatest basketball
teams in La Salle’s history.
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The movie came out around the time of the
Bicentennial. Its title was Nashville and it
was neither outstanding nor putrid. Some
where in between.
Its most memorable contribution to society
was a song. Its haunting lyrics went some
thing like this: “We must be doing something
right to last 200 years.”
With La Salle athletics, the number is
almost 60 years. But the program must be
doing something right, too, to last as long as
it has. It is a program that has grown along
with the university. Wister Hall produced
NBA greats. Hayman Hall has produced
Olympians, as did McCarthy Stadium. Major
league pitchers have come out of it, includ
ing one who never played baseball at La
Salle because La Salle didn’t have baseball
at the time.
It has produced world-record swimmers
and American record triple jumpers and
javelin throwers.
La Salle was the first Catholic college in
the nation to sponsor a crew. For many
years, in fact, the Explorers were the best as
they captured six Dad Vail Championships,
symbolic of small college rowing supremacy,
from 1951 to 1958.
And yet, even to this day, you mention La
Salle to the average sports fan out there and
he or she thinks of one name.
No need to mention it. You all know who
it is. I mean, geez, the guy hasn’t worn a
uniform at school for almost 35 years now
and he hasn’t coached for almost two dec
ades and yet, to hear some people talk, he
IS La Salle athletics.

To many people, La Salle’s athletes are colored Blue and Gola. But other
Explorers have won their share of Olympic glory, international
recognition, and national championships
By Frank Bilovsky, ’62

You’d think nobody else ever wore the old
Blue and Gola.
Oops! See that. There’s no getting away
from it. Try to type Blue and Gold and look
what happens. That name again.
Of course that name deserves its spot at
the top of the list. Tom Gola made magazine
covers when no college basketball player
was making magazine covers. Until he came
along, a lot of people thought that La Salle
was something you found on page three of
magazines. You know, the extension univer
sity.
But what we really have had at La Salle
is an extended athletic family. One that has
multiplied along with the enrollment of the
student body and the number of buildings on
campus.
The athletic program has mirrored the uni
versity in general. It’s come a long way,
baby. Here’s how long.

The Roots
The formation of the La Salle athletic program as a struc
tured part of the university can be traced to 1931, two years
after the school was moved to its present location.
Former Villanova football player Jim Henry was hired
and the two most visible sports instituted were football and
basketball.
Football lasted 10 years and had its successful moments.
But it was dropped in 1941 “for the duration” of World War
II. When the war ended, it was decided that football was
too expensive to maintain and, except for a two-year period
in the 1960s when it was played at McCarthy Stadium at
the club level, it has never been back.
Thus basketball became the focal point of the athletic
program, the one consistent revenue-producing endeavor.
There is evidence that the sport was played at the college
on a less formal basis before the move to 20th and Olney.
The Temple University basketball media guide lists a loss
to La Salle College, 15-10, in its 1899-1900 results. La Salle's
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Joe Verdeur, who won the 200 meter butterfly at the 1948
Olympics in London, remains the only individual Olym
pic gold medal winner from La Salle.
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never regretted it because La Salle was very good to me.”
And Frank Hoerst was very good to La Salle. He was the
basketball team’s only three-time captain. He, Gola and the
late Bob Walters were the only four-time leading scorers
(Lionel Simmons should become the fourth).
Hoerst scored 559 points in 72 games, extremely im
pressive when you realize that the Explorers only passed
the 50-mark once in his four seasons, getting 51 against PMC
in 1936-37. The team progressed from a 4-13 record his
freshman year to 13-6 his senior season (1938-39). And it was
during that period that basketball became a regional
phenomenon.
“It was just about the time that Ned Irish and his partner
began running doubleheader programs at Madison Square
Garden and then began coming here to put them on at
Convention Hall,” Hoerst remembered. ‘‘The doubleheaders were big. Basketball was big at La Salle. Probably
bigger than football. And we had Jim Henry and Marty
Brill, so football wasn’t minor in any respect. But basketball
was bigger.”
B y then, Hoerst recalled, La Salle had added swimming,
track and cross-country. Facilities were another matter.
“We shared the (Wister Hall) gym with the high school
and we didn’t practice until 4:30 in the afternoon after the
high school was done,” he said. ‘‘When you think of the big
time now, it makes your head swim.”
Hoerst says that basketball was his best sport and Maje
McDonnell, former Villanovan and long-time Phillies em
ployee, agrees. “Frank was the Tom Gola of his day,”
McDonnell says. “He was one of the best basketball players
in the city up to that time.”

Al Cantello threw the javelin at the 1960 Olympics in Rome.

media guide claims the first game played between the Ex
plorers and Owls took place in 1901. Whatever the date,
Temple was most likely La Salle’s first game in what we
now call the Big 5, although the La Salle book also says that
St. Joseph’s was a 1901 opponent. Pennsylvania and Villanova first appeared on a La Salle schedule in 1934.
Here’s one more piece of evidence that there was basket
ball at La Salle before 1931. The first official game listed
in the record books was between the varsity and the alumni,
indicating that the school might not have been conducting
a formal intercollegiate program but it did have some play
ers. Some, not many. The final score of that game was
Varsity 39, Alumni 11. The final score of the first season
was 11 up, nine down.
T homas Conley was the first basketball coach. He was
replaced after two years by Len Tanseer, a former Penn
star. And before the 1935-36 season, his third, he went out
and recruited La Salle’s first superstar.
The line to see Northeast (Philadelphia) Catholic’s Frank
Hoerst was long, even in the days before basketball recruit
ing became a science.
‘‘Lon Jourdet at Penn had talked to me and Billy Ferguson
at St. Joe’s and Jimmy Usilton at Temple,” Hoerst recalled.
“I was very close to going with Billy Ferguson because he
almost convinced me that all he needed to go with his
Mighty Mites was one more tall guy. And I was a tall guy
in those days. That’s funny. Fm all of 6-foot-3.
"But I wanted to be a big guy in a small pond rather than
just another guy in a big pond, so I chose La Salle. And I
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La Salle did not have a baseball program at the time,
which is why Tom Filer is the first La Salle baseball player
to make the major leagues.
Hoerst, though, was the first La Salle athlete to pitch in
the majors, and his career might have blossomed with the
Phillies had not World War II set him back.
Eventually, Hoerst became the college’s baseball coach
(1952-57). Before that, he was a basketball assistant under
Charlie McGlone. That was in the late 1940s, when the
basketball program was making its move from a regional
to a national force. But there were other athletes beside
basketball players at La Salle and one of them put the
school on the international map. They said the man
belonged in Hollywood. After all, he looked like Kirk
Douglas and he swam like Tarzan (played by Olympic
champion Johnny Weismueller).

The Golden Age
Toe Verdeur, like Frank Hoerst. was a Northeast Catholic
graduate. He was not, however, a basketball nor a football
player. For that matter, he wasn’t even a swimmer until
someone threw him in the water when he was 14.
But beginning in 1946-47, he joined his high school coach,
Joe Kirk, at La Salle. No one has ever made a bigger splash
for the Explorers’ swim program.
While Hoerst was La Salle's first major leaguer, Verdeur
was the school's first Olympian. He came home from Lon
don in 1948 with a gold medal after setting an Olympic
record in the 200-meter butterfly (2:37.3). Before he was
finished at La Salle in 1950, he set 19 world records. And
he accomplished all of it even though there was no pool
on campus.
"They always refer to the Golden Gola Years, but when
I swam and broke a world record, that was international
news and La Salle College was always mentioned,” Ver
deur says proudly. “Gola’s publicity was on the East Coast

and in the United States. Mine was international, world
wide.”
Meanwhile, the swimming program was getting plenty of
attention locally, too, even though it had no campus home.
‘‘We had our swim meets at Germantown YMCA and it
almost always would be standing room only,” Verdeur said.
‘‘When we swam Michigan, they were sitting on the win
dows around the pool and everywhere else. It was a shame
because we probably could have filled Penn’s Hutchinson
Pool at the time if that had been made available to us.
Brother Stanislaus said before I got out of school they would
have a pool there but it never did come. Brother Stan was
full of promise but nothing ever happened. They just
missed the mark by about 20 or 30 years.”
The campus pool finally did come in 1972 when Hayman
Hall was opened. By that time, the athletic program had
made some impressive headlines. And none were more
impressive than those made by the basketball team.
The late Larry Faust could have used the old Panasonic
slogan to describe his career. He was slightly ahead of his
time. By the time he graduated from school in 1950, he had
led the Explorers to their first post-season tournament (1948
NIT) and first post-season victory (72-66 over Arizona in the
1950 NIT). He had come a long way from the timid 6-9 kid
from South Philadelphia and he would go a longer way as
a pro player with the Fort Wayne Pistons.
I ~ Ie still is the 10th all-time leading scorer in Fort
Wayne/Detroit history. And Frank Hoerst, who helped
coach Faust in college and officiated while Larry was in the
NBA, chuckles when he thinks back to those days.
‘‘Larry was such a smooth player but he was so timid,”
Hoerst said, ‘‘so we used to go down to the end of the
(Wister Hall) gym. Somebody would shoot the ball and he
and I would rebound. I would bang him with my elbows
and hips, bang him around and everything. He would look
at me as if to say what's going on. And I would say, ‘Larry,
you’re going to have to learn it. You’re a big guy, you're
a good looking guy, but if you act timid they’re going to take
advantage of you. You've got to battle back.'
“Okay, now it’s six or seven years later and I'm ref
ereeing a game in Rochester between Rochester and Fort
Wayne. Larry and I walk out of church together on a Sunday
morning and he says to me, ‘Geez, Frank, will you ever
forget our sessions at the end of the floor, under the basket?
I used to hate what you did to me.’ I said, ‘Yeah, and the
funny part of it, Larry, is that two weeks ago the referees
got together and elected vou to the All-Hatchet Team in the
NBA.’ ”
Here's another funny thing. The night La Salle beat Ari
zona in the NIT, the team stayed in New York City. Faust
enjoyed a good night’s sleep. He was unaware that the high
school junior sleeping in the bed next to him would become
the most famous athlete in La Salle history. But there were
some other people—like legendary coaches Adolph Rupp
and Everett Case—who knew Tom Gola was something
special.

The Franchise
L a Salle won the 1952 NIT title, when that was the
premier post-season tournament in the country.
Tom Gola was a freshman.
The Explorers won the 1954 NCAA tournament, moving
that tourney on the same level with the NIT.
Tom Gola was a junior.
The 1955 NCAA championship game, featuring La Salle
and the San Francisco team led by Bill Russell, really turn
ed the tables on the NIT for good.
Tom Gola was a senior.
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Ira Davis, who competed in three Olympiads in the triple jump,
is considered by many to be the best all-around athlete in La Salle's
history.

A n d an argument can be made that UCLA wouldn't have
that awesome string of NCAA championships if La Salle
hadn’t been on probation and unable to compete in the post
season 1969 tournament.
Tom Gola coached that La Salle team.
The school has produced some basketball greats (Michael
Brooks, Larry Cannon, Ken Durrett, Bernie Williams,
Roland Taylor, Joe Bryant, Hubie Marshall, etc.). If it hadn’t
been for a back injury the summer between his freshman
and sophomore seasons, Bill Raftery might have made the
list (Raftery is now a critically-acclaimed color commen
tator on college basketball telecasts). Just to mention all the
names would take up more space than has been allotted
for this story.
But Tom Gola's name is at the top of the list.
He was a four-time All-American. He was the first big
man (6-7) who could handle the ball like a small man. And
yet he remembers coming to the university from La Salle
High, spending four years and never having his coach tell
him he was good.
Or anything else for that matter.
Gola considers Ken Loeffler the greatest coach who ever
lived. When he took over the La Salle program for two
seasons, he patterned his coaching philosophy exactly after
Loeffler’s.
“I coached exactly the way Kenny Loeffler would have
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was a superstar. When I was in high school, I went up to
the NIT when La Salle played Arizona and I bunked down
between Larry Faust and Ace McCann. La Salle was on the
way up.
“When I came to La Salle, I was just one guy coming into
the team. Kenny Loeffler didn’t speak to me for four years.
His belief was that you were the players and you did your
job and he was the coach and he did his job. After I gradu
ated, my God, he did everything in the world for me and
we were very friendly. But when I was on the team . . . and
that wasn't just me. That was every player who ever played
for Ken Loeffler. He never spoke to them because he had
his job and they had their jobs. That’s the way he looked
at it.”
Gola borrowed a lot from Loeffler, including the fiveman-weave offense, when he took over the coaching reins
in 1968-69. Shortly after he agreed to take the job, and
before it was announced, the basketball program was
placed on probation for NCAA violations. Gola pulled no
punches with them when the probation was announced and
the Explorers finished 23-1.
“I faced the team and told them, ‘We’ve got a season
ahead of us. If you want to quit, get out of the gym.’ But
they all hung tough. They were all super guys and I have
a lot of respect for all of them. They did a super job. That
was the best team La Salle ever had and I said that before
the season started. I walked into a situation where I had
five Secretariats and I turned them all loose and boy, they
ran. They did the whole job because they were talented.”
Gola had shown enough coaching talent to be named the
national coach of the year. But between the team that won
the NIT championship his freshman year and the one he
called the greatest in the school’s history in 1969, basketball
wasn’t the whole show at La Salle. Not by a long shot.

The Support Staff
Diane Moyer was selected to play on two U.S. Olympic field
hockey teams and finally won a bronze medal in 1984.

coached,” he said recently. ‘‘I think he was the best coach
I ever had or have understood in my life. I had eight
coaches in my pro career. But I think Kenny Loeffler had
the discipline and the system to go against anything.”
Gola had the pure God-given ability to go against anything
college basketball had to offer in his senior season at La
Salle High in 1951. Rupp knew it and so did Case.
‘‘I had visited Kentucky and North Carolina State,” Gola
said, “and I was very close to going to North Carolina State.
I made three trips down there. But after the last one I told
my coach, Obie O’Brien, I told Obie that there were too
many alumni involved. So I went to La Salle.
“Brother Stanislaus was president at the time and he
recruited me. After high school practice, he and I would
walk around the track, talking about La Salle College.
T h e y talk about dollars and big cars and all of that stuff
today, but when I was recruited, my two brothers got schol
arships. That was the deciding point. My brother John play
ed on the 1955 team and my brother Paul was a little small.
But both of them got a college education and that was very
important to the family.”
Gola became the most important part of two national
championship teams, but when he came to La Salle he
considered himself just another member of the basketball
family.
“Before I got there, you’re talking about the Larry Faust
era,” he said. “Larry never got the credit he deserved. He
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S peaking of long shots, here are a couple who turned out
to be big winners.
Al Cantello, javelin.
Ira Davis, sprinter and jumper.
They both were Olympians. Cantello threw the javelin
at the Rome Games in 1960. Davis competed in three Olym
piads (1956-60-64).
If Gola was La Salle’s most famous athlete, a good argu
ment could be made that Davis was the best. And yet com
ing out of Overbrook High in 1954, he was unrecruited.
Cantello, now the cross country coach at the United States
Naval Academy, didn’t enroll at La Salle until two years
after he graduated from Norristown High.
“It fell on me to support my widowed mother,” Cantello
remembered, “so I didn’t go to college until two years after
I graduated from high school. I was working at an asbestos
plant in Norristown, seven days a week, swing shift. I didn't
even know where La Salle was. But La Salle literally took
me out of the factory.
“I had met Joe Verdeur at a banquet and he had given
my name to Frank Wetzler. Wetzler kept it on the back
burner for two years and then we were able to connect at
a track meet at Olney High and that launched the whole
thing.
“I remember going to La Salle once and meeting those
great Aryan swimmers. Joe Verdeur and that whole crowd.
God, they were impressive. Joe showed me around. And the
marriage has been a good one.”
You might even say that Al Cantello bleeds blue and gold.
“If you can draw the analogy between (fellow Norristown
High alum) Tommy (Lasorda) and myself, I’m as loyal to
La Salle as Tommy is to the Dodgers.”

Part of Cantello’s loyalty has been chairing a committee
to raise money for a new track on campus.
“I have unabashed, total loyalty to the school,” he says.
“I wear La Salle on my sleeve. I’m a nuisance. I’m like a
boomerang. I keep writing letters to the administration,
‘Why are you doing this, why aren’t you doing that?’ I’ve
always felt they should merchandise La Salle a helluva lot
better than they do. Now they’re starting to.”
That's the present. Cantello hasn’t forgotten the past,
either. The names tumble out of his mouth. You’ve got to
call so-and-so and there’s this guy and how about this one?
And for goodness sake, don’t forget Ira Davis.
‘‘He was in three Olympics,” Cantello said, ‘‘but better
than that, when all those Villanova hotshots were around,
Ira Davis was the most outstanding athlete in the Penn
Relays.”
It happened in 1958, Davis’ senior year.
‘‘They wouldn’t let me in the special 100-yard dash that
they had put together,” Davis said. ‘‘They made me run in
the regular college 100-yard dash. Well, the invited runners
did it and the winner ran a 9.7. Then we ran our race and
I did a 9.5. And I anchored the mile relay and did something
like a 46.7 or 46.8.”
.D av is shouldn’t have been surprised that they didn’t in
vite him to run the special 100-yard dash. He might have
been used to being ignored. Coming out of Overbrook, he
picked La Salle because ‘‘no one else was interested in me.
I wanted to run at Morgan State but they didn’t think I was
good enough.”
Not only was Davis a great track star but he was a great
athlete. He was the second leading scorer in basketball at
Overbrook. One year he played on the same team with a
rather famous gentleman named Wilt Chamberlain.
But his most famous athletic feat was the triple jump. It
was the event that took Davis to the Olympic games in 1956,
'60, and ’64. His best finish was a fourth in Rome.
Davis coached track and field at La Salle after his third
Olympic visit, first as Wetzler’s assistant in 1965-66 and

1968-69. He then took over as head coach after Wetzler’s
sudden death in 1969 and remained until 1978 when he was
forced to resign to devote more time to his business
interests.
D a v i s recently was cited in The Philadelphia Inquirer as
one of the most successful black businessmen in the Dela
ware Valley.
Two athletic success stories to come out of La Salle in
the 1970s were baseball pitcher Tom Filer and the soccer
program.
Without Filer’s 7-0 record in 1985, the Toronto Blue Jays
wouldn’t have captured the American League East title.
Unfortunately, the former Explorer has suffered from arm
problems ever since.
For years, soccer at La Salle suffered from an acute case
of benign neglect. But that was before Bill Wilkinson was
hired as coach in 1968.
‘‘When I came in the program was a disaster,” Wilkinson
said. ‘‘So much so that I remember telling the new athletic
director (Jack Conboy), ‘Either do something about the sport
or drop it because nobody wants to come here.’ ”
The Athletic Department did something. It put some
money in the budget for scholarships. Wilkinson did the
rest.
“The first year we finished 5-7,” he said. “We didn’t have
a winning season but we tied the school record for victories
in a season. They had won 40 games in 22 years before I
got there.
“I remember my first week of practice. One day five
freshmen showed up. No upperclassmen, no captains. The
next day I asked why. ‘It was raining,’ one of them said.
That’s how bad the attitude was.
“The second practice, I laid out the plans for the week.
I said we would do this and that and then on Saturday we’d
do something else. I was walking off the field and one
player said, ‘Yo coach, you ain’t gonna have anybody on
Saturday.’ I answered, ‘I think we will.’ On Saturday every
body was there.”

La Salle’s most recent Athletic Directors (from left): Robert W. Mullen (1986and William D. Bradshaw, ’69 (1977-86).
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), James J. Henry (1941-69), John J. Conboy, ‘50 (1969-77),
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The La Salle University Alumni Association

Hall of Athletes
(1977)

(1969)

(1 9 6 1 )
F o o t b a ll

C h a r le s R . M c G l o n e , '42

B a s k e t b a ll

J a m e s W . F in e g a n , '51

Jo s e p h V e r d e u r , '5 0

S w im m in g

T h o m a s M . S c a n lo n , '61

Soccer

P a u l R . M i n e h a n , '64

T ra ck

T h o m a s C o la , '55

B a s k e t b a ll

F ra n k W e tz le r

C o a ch e s'

L a w r e n c e T . C a n n o n , '63

B a s k e t b a ll

A lb e r t C a n t e llo , '55

T r a c k & F ie l d

Ira D a v is , '58

T ra ck

(1 9 6 2 )
M ic h a e l M a n d a r in o , '42

F o o t b a ll

La w re n c e

B a s k e t b a ll

F o u s t, '50

Ja m e s W e b b , '52

T ra ck

(1 9 6 3 )
J o s e p h S c ia r e t t a , '3 7

F o o t b a ll

F r a n k H o e r s t , '3 9

B a s k e t b a ll
B a s e b a ll

G e o r g e S o m e r s , '52

F o o t b a ll

C o rn e r

(1970)
F o o t b a ll

J a m e s V . C o v e ll o , '52

B a s e b a ll

F o o t b a ll

Ja m e s P. T u p p e n y , '50

T ra ck

Ja m e s J. P h e la n , '51

B a s k e t b a ll

(1971)
F r a n k J. C o r a c e , '64

B a s k e t b a ll

Jo s e p h

C o a ch e s'

K ir k

C o rn e r

R o b e r t W . W a lt e r s , '4 7

B a s k e t b a ll

G e o r g e I. H a g g e r t y , '55

S w im m in g

(1 9 6 6 )
V ic t o r M . G a v in , '5 7
P e te r W a lh e im , '60

T ra ck
Tra ck
S w im m in g

N o rm a n

G r e k in , '53

H e n r y D e V in c e n t , '54

B a s k e t b a ll
B a s e b a ll
T ra ck

F r a n c is R . O 'H a r a , '54

R o la n d T a y l o r , '6 7

B a s k e t b a ll

B e r n a r d W i ll ia m s , '69

B a s k e t b a ll

Raym ond

F o o t b a ll

B a h r , '35

T r a c k & F ie l d

J o s e p h W a lk e r , '54

T ra ck

K e n n e th

C o a ch e s'

L o e f f le r

(1980)
C u r t F r o m a l, '65

B a s k e t b a ll

Gene

C o a ch e s'

M c D o n n e l l , '55

(1973)

C o rn e r

T h o m a s J. C o n v i l l e , '53

E d w a rd

C re w

C z e r n i a k o w s k i , '58
A lo n z o M . L e w is , '5 7

B a s k e t b a ll

F r a n c is O ' M a l l e y , '5 6

B a s k e t b a ll

B a s e b a ll

C h a r l e s S in g le y , '5 6

B a s k e t b a ll

B a s k e t b a ll

(1983)

(1975)

B o b b y F ie ld s , '71

P a t r ic k P. K e n n e d y , '55

S w im m in g

H u b e r t M a r s h a ll , '6 7

B a s k e t b a ll

E u g e n e J. G a l la g h e r , '4 7

C o a ch es'
C o rn e r

(1976)
K e n n e th
Jo h n

(1981)
G e o r g e P a u li, '6 7

A.

D u r r e t t , '71

G e o r g e , '53

J a m e s J. H e n r y

(1 9 6 8 )

C o a ch e s'

B a s k e t b a ll

C ro ss C o u n try
(1 9 6 7 )

C re w
C o rn e r

(1972)

(1974)

(1 9 6 5 )

T e a m , '5 7

M a ry O 'C o n n o r

(1979)

C o rn e r

P a u l C . P r e t t y m a n , '41

(1978)
C re w

J o h n J. B r e n n a n , '3 6

(1 9 6 4 )

B a s e b a ll

Wilkinson turned the program around. Until his job
forced him to resign, his La Salle teams won 140 games in
17 seasons.
La Salle had never done anything in field hockey before
the 1970s, either, mainly because La Salle never had field
hockey before the 1970s. Title IX changed that.
The women’s program has grown tremendously since
being launched at the university in 1972.
So much so, that the field hockey team captured La Salle's
only other national title, the AIAW (Division II) crown, in
1980.
One reason for its success is Diane Moyer, currently the
field hockey coach at Yale.
Moyer was recruited out of Muhlenberg High in Reading
as a basketball player for the 1976-77 season. She stayed
with basketball for only one season. But she played field
hockey for four seasons, softball for four seasons and swam
and dove for two years. She also was able to finish her
degree in four years as a psychology major.
“The school was really good to me," she says. “When I
decided that I didn’t want to play basketball but preferred
the other sports, they worked out a way that I kept all my
scholarship money. La Salle was a wonderful experience
for me.”
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G o lf

T . F r a n c is L o u g h n e y , '40

B a s k e t b a ll

(1984)
B a s k e t b a ll T e a m , '5 4

B a s k e t b a ll

(1985)
M ic h a e l B r o o k s , '8 0

B a s k e t b a ll

D ia n e M o y e r , '8 0

F ie l d

H o ckey

F ie l d

H o ckey

B a s k e t b a ll
B a s k e t b a ll

(1987)

B a s e b a ll

K a t h y M c G a h e y , '82

S o f t b a ll

C o a ch e s'
C o rn e r

Jo h n

U e ls e s , '65

T r a c k & F ie l d

A not-so-wonderful thing happened in 1980, however.
Moyer was chosen for the first-ever United States Olympic
field hockey team. But the United States decided not to
send a team to Moscow.
Moyer and fellow La Salle grad Kathy McGahey got their
chance in 1984 and brought home bronze medals from the
Los Angeles Games.
McGahey is out of field hockey now' but Moyer is still
deeply involved. Beside coaching the Yale team, she also
is an assistant coach for the 1988 Olympic team.
So everyone at La Salle can be proud to know that the
school will have at least one representative in Seoul for the
Summer Games. And almost six decades after the all men’s
college moved to 20th and Olney, its one sure representa
tive will be a woman.
Yes, Virginia Slims, La Salle athletics has come a long
way, baby!
Mr. Bilovsky, a form er sportswriter for The Philadelphia
Bulletin, is a columnist and writer for the Rochester Dem o
crat and Chronicle. He has written for a number of national
publications and is the author o f LION COUNTRY: Inside
Penn State Football.

AROUND CAMPUS

Fasaha Mvumbuzi Traylor, '84, is the new director of the university’s Urban Studies and Community Services Center.

La Salle Enters its Third Decade of Community Service
La Salle recently celebrated another
anniversary—the 20th—of the univer
sity’s Urban Studies and Community
Services Center. Founded in 1967, it is
the only such operation in the city of
Philadelphia—and one of the few in the
entire country—that offers community
service, research, and urban studies
courses. Most other institutions offer
only two of the three services.
Initially, the center was founded with
the concept of developing some sort of
community service. It was seen as a
community relations liaison rather than
a catalyst for neighborhood develop
ment. Gradually, the center began to
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develop its community service and
technical assistance capabilities. Slow
ly its work was re-directed toward the
concept of education. Urban studies
and neighborhood research became
more important as an academic dis
cipline. Neighborhood residents were
invited to become part of the univer
sity’s educational process by taking
non-credit courses.
As La Salle’s Brother President
Patrick Ellis, F.S.C., Ph.D., puts it, there
are sound philosophical reasons for ex
tending such a helping hand to the com
munity. ‘‘A church-related university
should be a good corporate neighbor,”

he says, ‘‘especially in an area of past
neglect by government entities and of
high unemployment. Moreover, our
urban location should be seen as an op
portunity, not a drawback, for students
who are preparing for many careers in
America and the total world of the 21st
century. Virtually all of La Salle's
urban affairs programs have their
meaning in these two principles.”
Serving what has become known as
the GLOW area (Germantown, Logan,
Olney, West Oak Lane), La Salle’s
Urban Studies Center has the potential
of reaching more than 200,000 people. It
has been estimated that there are about
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70 neighborhood organizatons in this
area; university officials work directly
with leaders of about one-third of them.
“I think it’s safe to say that the univer
sity has brought close to $1.5 million
into the area through human service
outreach programs and community de
velopment efforts,” said Dr. Dennis
Brunn, who served as executive direc
tor of the center from 1978 until last
summer.
La Salle’s center, adds Dr. Richard T.
Geruson, ‘‘demonstrates that an in
volved urban university can work coop
eratively with neighborhood leadership
in promoting commonly held values of
education and social justice for all
races, religions, and ages—for all the
people.” Geruson, an associate profes
sor of economics at the university, was
one of the founders of the center which,
he recalls, started out as one of only a
handful in the nation that was a com
munity-service-based organization.
Now, according to its new director,
Fasaha Mvumbuzi Traylor, '84, La
Salle’s Urban Studies and Community
Services Center has reached a turning
point. “The center grew out of a period
when conflict between the community
and institution was pretty much
epidemic,” she recalls. “I think that
reason for being, while it still exists to
some degree, is probably less salient
now. And the Urban Center really has
other things it needs to pay attention
to.” These things include making the
center more of a resource area for fac
ulty and students, facilitating closer re
lationships between academic depart
ments and Urban Center projects, and
blurring the lines that separate the com
munity and La Salle.
Traylor, a resident of nearby Ger
mantown, is no stranger to La Salle or
the community. She served as director
of the center’s Summer Youth Project
from 1984-86, and as the center’s Neigh
borhood Schools Specialist from
1980-82. In addition, she was the direc
tor of the African Free School for nine
years. She has a bachelor’s degree in
economics from La Salle, a master’s
degree in urban studies from Temple
University, and is currently working on
her doctorate in sociology at Temple.
“In the past, a lot of the Urban
Center's energies were absorbed in
other directions,” says Traylor. “In
most cases those directions were ap
propriate for the time and place. Now
it is time to move on. My goal is really
going to be to blur the distinction be
tween La Salle and the community. I
want everyone to be unable to tell who
is La Salle and who is the community.
I believe that will benefit both.”
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An adult literacy course (above) and income tax preparation advice for senior citizens
(below): La Salle is one of the few universities in the nation that offers its neighbors
community service, research, and urban studies courses.

ALUMNI NEWS
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
' 5 1 _________________________________

' 6 2 _________________________________

Edward J. Fleming has retired from Chrysler
Corporation, in Detroit, after 34 years of ser
vice.

Thomas Ryan was promoted to field tax
auditor for the State of Florida.

'54_____________________
AI Koob recently joined Bio Clinic Corpo
ration of Rancho Cuca Monga, California as
vice president.

’55

'63_____________________
Gerald T. Davis was elected president of the
Boys and Girls Clubs of Metropolitan Phila
delphia. Thomas Haag is assistant director of
corporate development for Rohm and Haas,
Philadelphia.

' 64_____________________
James A. Dougherty was appointed regional
director of appeals in the Internal Revenue
Service Mid-Atlantic Region, headquartered
in Philadelphia. Paul F. Naughton was
elected senior vice president-finance for
Potomac Capital Investment Corporation,
Washington, D.C. James J. Reed was ap
pointed president, GMAC Mortgage Corpo
ration.

Robert T. Chancier was named vice presi
dent of Smith, Bucklin and Associates, Inc.,
the nation’s largest association management
firm. He will continue to represent clients
from the firm's Washington office.

'65_____________________

'58_____________________

' 66_____________________________

Edwin J. Lutz was appointed executive vice
president of Flanigan, O’Hara and Gentry,
Inc., a general insurance agency in Spring
House, Pa.

'59_____________________
Robert W. Lowery is celebrating the fif
teenth anniversary of his company, Liberty
Laboratories, engaging in the sales of
specialty maintenance chemicals and re
lated machinery.

'61_______ _____________
Gene J. McVey has accepted the position of
national accounts manager at the Pilling
Company, in Ft. Washington, Pa. Joseph T.
Paslawski is director of the U.S. Department
of Labor Office of Grants and Contracts
Management.
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’71

Donald Gedney was promoted to treasury
services manager of Clairol, Inc., a division
of Bristol-Myers, Inc.

Thomas J. Dvorak was appointed program
manager for intra-company operations at
IBM Corporation Facility, Boca Raton, Fla.

' 69_____________________
William T. Chain, Jr., is the medical director
of Bryn Mawr Hospital Alcohol and Drug
Intervention Unit.
MARRIAGE: Francis J. McCabe to Jane
Weis.

'70____________________
Paul T. Hee is the regional compliance man
ager with the Equitable Life Assurance So
ciety, Edison, N.J. William D. Mullen has
joined Progress Federal Savings Bank, in
Plymouth Meeting, Pa., as vice president and
business development officer in the VIP Pri
ority Banking department.

Colligan

John F. Colligan was promoted to senior vice
president at Continental Bank, Philadelphia.
John Ward was named sales representative
for the Mid-Atlantic region of L&CP Corpo
ration, a leading custom coater of papers,
films and foils.

'72_____________________
Jack M. Keen was named general practice
partner of telecommunications and health
care at Coopers and Lybrand’s Philadelphia
office.

'73___________________
Robert J. DiCesare was appointed vice presi
dent of player development for Showboat
Hotel, Casino and Bowling Center, Atlantic
City, N.J.

' 74_____________________
Thomas J. Conroy was promoted to director
of capital planning at Conrad. William J.
Friel was promoted to executive vice presi
dent, Corporate Lending Division, of Provi
dent National Bank, Philadelphia. Edward
A. Grant is the co-founder and vice president
of operations of Lyuk Corporation, which de
signs, manufactures and sells IBM-com
patible computer terminals and printers.
Charles D. Henderson has joined the home
office of Cigna Corporation, Property and
Casualty Companies, as a product line
superintendent, general liability, respon
sible for the technical administration of
Cigna's Western region. Robert A. Osborne
was promoted to vice president of Signet
Bank/Maryland’s Commercial Finance
Division. Jeffrey Piccone was promoted to
pit boss at Tropicana Hotel-Casino, Atlantic
City, N.J. Peter J. Ryerson was promoted to
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senior manager at Peat, Marwick, Main and
Company, in the firm’s Cleveland office.

'75 _____________________________

ack and his wife Valerie Konieczny Seminack '7 9, a daughter, Kierstin.

' 8 0 _________________________________

Terence J. Connors was admitted as a part
ner in the accounting and audit practice of
the Philadelphia office of Arthur Andersen
& Company. Mark D. Pilla was named presi
dent and chief executive officer of Com
munity Memorial Hospital, Toms River, N.J.

Raymond J. Bonanni has passed the Penn
sylvania and New Jersey bar examinations.
He is associated with the law firm of Brobyn
and Forceno, Philadelphia. Thomas M.
Going was graduated from Widener Univer
sity's Delaware Law School and recently
passed the Pennsylvania Bar examination.
Ingo S. Kraus was promoted to assistant in
vestment officer at the Penn Mutual Life In
surance Company.
BIRTH: to Linda Mauro-Stoll and her hus
band Joseph, 78, a son, Joseph Matthew.

'77 _____________________________

' 8 1 _________________________________

Drew J. Greaves was promoted to vice presi
dent of marketing for ARMS, Inc., a Cherry
Hill, N.J., computer consulting firm. Edward
J. Hodnicki is central regional marketing
manager for Nabisco Brands, in Des Plaines,
Ill. John F. Mansor was named manager of
the accounting department at Northeastern
Hospital, Philadelphia. Joseph P. Maher has
earned the designation of Chartered Prop
erty Casualty Underwriter (CPCU). Denis P.
McCrossan was elected vice president of the
Fitzwater Organization. Michael T. Mokriski
was promoted to sales manager at Fleming
Companies.
BIRTH: to Edward V. Dzik and his wife
Maryclaire McTamney Dzik 79, a son,
Joseph.

Kevin R. Alger was promoted to vice presi
dent, J.P. Morgan Investment Management,
New York. He also became a Chartered
Financial Analyst. Eleanor C. Avallone was
promoted to audit officer at Continental
Bank, Philadelphia. Cpt. James E. Neal is
assigned to the U.S. Army’s First Light Infan
try Division—7th ID(L) at Fort Ord, Cali
fornia. Joseph F. Shirley was awarded the
Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) desig
nation by the Institute of Chartered
Financial Analysts. Christopher Trotter
served in the Peace Corps in the Dominican
Republic where he advised a loan fund for
women's small businesses.

Dennis McCarthy is plant manager for Acromatic Corporation.

'76 _____________________________

'78 _____________________________
Joseph Lukas was promoted to paramedic in
the Philadelphia Fire Department. Timothy
Nicholas Rausch has been admitted to the
practice of law in Pennsylvania.
BIRTHS: to Michael W. Cassidy and his
wife Cathy Sawyer, their first child, a daugh
ter, Mary Cate; to Donald J. DeGrazia and
his wife, Susan, a son, Paul Anthony; to
Thomas F. Hennessy, Jr., and his wife Cheryl
Simpson Hennessy, '81, their first son,
Thomas Francis III; to Joseph Lukas and his
wife Penny Klosz-Lukas, their first child, a
son, Joseph Nicholas; to Joseph Stoll and his
wife Linda Mauro-Stoll, '80, a son, Joseph
Matthew.

'79 _____________________________
MARRIAGE: Ellen Marie McNamara to
Raymond J. Lee.
BIRTHS: to Joseph D. Clayton and his wife
Marilyn, a daughter, Alexis Kimberly; to
Karen Kroft Hoehn and her husband, their
second daughter, Katie; to Thomas J. Semin-

' 8 2 _________________________________
William J. Brennan, Esq., received the
degree of Juris Doctor from the Temple Uni
versity School of Law. He has been admitted
to the Bar in Pennsylvania and New Jersey.
Michael P. McDugall has accepted a position
with General Electric Credit Corporation in
the commercial real estate financing oper
ations, in White Plains, N.Y. Nicholas G.
Michael is a special agent with the Federal
Bureau of Investigation in Albuquerque,
N.M.
MARRIAGES: William J. Brennan, Esq., to
Suzanne M. Giuliani, '83; Merle S. Charlton,
III to Maureen A. McLoughlin.

' 8 3 _________________________________
Colleen Berry is attending the Colgate
Darden Graduate School of Business at the
University of Virginia on a partial academic
scholarship. Joseph A. Braccia was named
portfolio manager at Fidelity Bank, Philadel
phia. Donald P. Dudley is a senior financial
analyst for Eastern Resource Management,
Inc., consultants to the Public Utility Indus

SCHOOL OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

’3 8_____________________________

’43______________________________

Herman D. Staples, M.D., is treasurer of the
International Society for Adolescent Psy
chiatry.

Francis J. McMahon has retired from federal
government service.

’41_____________________________
Joseph A. Lepere has retired from teaching
at Carson Long Military Academy, in New
Bloomfield, Pa.
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' 49_____________________________
Walter Brough is a producer-writer for the
TV series S p e n s e r f o r H i r e .

try. Sean B. Kelly was named producer for
the Graham Company, a regional insurance
brokerage firm. Maria Soulintzis-Kolokithias
has completed her M.B.A. at La Salle Uni
versity.

Kelly

MARRIAGE: Suzanne M. Giuliani to Wil
liam J. Brennan, Esq., '82.
BIRTHS: to Maria Soulintzis-Kolokithias
and her husband Jim, their first child, a
daughter, Christina Marie.

’84______________________________
Robert A. Hopstetter was admitted to the
practice of law in Pennsylvania. Martin
Lupinetti was promoted to technical staff
member level A at Computer Sciences Cor
poration. Mary C. Magennis was promoted
to real estate loan officer at Cheltenham
Bank. Paul Eric Russo is a credit and finance
supervisor for Ramada, Inc., Atlantic City,
N.J. Christopher Short is opening the new
Rosebrier Inn Restaurant for Rosewood
Caters, Inc., in Philadelphia.

' 85_____________________________
Anthony Moore was named the winner in
the Institute of Financial Education's Penn
sylvania state-wide speech contest. Harry J.
Veneri is an industrial specialist for the U.S.
Federal Government.
MARRIAGE: Elizabeth Hickey to Jerry
McLaughlin.

' 86______________________________
Michael V. Aiello is a commercial property
underwriter for Aetna Life and Casualty.
Maria F. Screnci is employed by DuPont, in
Wilmington, Del. Monica Wiltshire is a com
mercial lending officer with Philadelphia
National Bank.
BIRTH: to John Corcoran and his wife
Kathleen, a daughter, Megan Ashley.

''8 7 _________________________________
Eileen Donaldson was named Boys’ Depart
ment manager of Boscov's North Store,
Reading, Pa. Vincent J. McFadden is a sales
representative for Metropolitan Life. Patrick
Pendergast was named bar manager at the
Hershey Philadelphia Hotel.

p ines,

published by Princeton University

Press.

’51______________________________
Raymond A. Filippone, D.O., joined the as
sociate staff, Department of Family Practice
at the West Jersey Health System.

' 5 0 _________________________________

’52______________________________

John Bresnan edited

Charles McGettigan, a religion teacher at

C risis

in

the

P h ilip 

Holy Spirit High School, Absecon, N.J., is
celebrating his 35th year of teaching.

’59_____________________

' 5 3_________________________________

Edward Markowski, Ph.D., was elected a fel
low of the American Association for Mar
riage and Family Therapy.

William J. Brown teaches troubled ninth
grade students in the Canton, Ohio public
schools.

’6 0 ____________________
James J. Canavan, CPCU, was appointed as

sistant vice president, specialty lines, errors
and omissions programs, for the CNA In
surance Companies, in Chicago. Alan T.
Craig is teaching tenth grade English at East
ern High School, in Voorhees, N.J. Michael
A. Neri, M.D., was appointed medical direc
tor of the Kaiser Permanente Medical
Center, Riverside, Calif.

' 54________________________________
John J. Grauer, Esq., has retired as chief ex
ecutive officer of American Acceptance Cor
poration (a subdivision of Fidelity Bank). He
is now employed by the Department of Jus
tice as U.S. Trustee for the middle district
of Pennsylvania, comprising 32 counties.

' 5 5________________________________

A Victim of Flight 255

h." . Always Thoughtful,
T
Quick Witted and Self-Effacing ..."

William J. McNeill was elected director,
American Youth Hostels, Delaware Valley
Council. Harvey Portner was elected com
missioner of Cheltenham Township's Third
Ward. He was sworn in on January 4 by fed
eral judge Edward Becker.

' 5 6_________________________________
John J. Dennehy, M.D., is the director, De
partment of Infectious Disease, Geisinger
Medical Center, Danville, Pa. James Gross,
a professor at Cornell University, is the
author of Vol. I & II: The M a k i n g o f t h e
N ational L a b o r R ela tio n s B o a rd , T h e N L R B :
N a t i o n a l L a b o r P o l i c y i n T r a n s i t i o n . Paul J.
Schneider, M.D., has completed his ninth
year as chairman of the Department of
Medicine at Underwood Memorial Hospital,
Woodbury, N.J. Alfred C. Strohlein is a con
tributing columnist to P a c i f i c B e a c h L i g h t , in
San Diego, Ca.

’57_____________________
Professor Charles P. Kindregan of Suffolk
University Law School has published his
seventh book, F a m i l y L a w P r a c t i c e M a n u a l .
He is the director of the advanced lawyer’s
program at the Law School. Jack McDevitt’s
T h e H e r c u l e s T e x t received the Philip K.
Dick Special Award for science fiction, 1986.
The novel was also named the best first
novfel in the annual survey of the field con
ducted by L o c u s , the noted science fiction
trade journal. McDevitt’s novelette, “In the
Tower,’’ is now appearing in the award-win
ning anthology, U n i v e r s e 1 7 , from Double
day.

' 5 8________________________________
Fr. Norman Bernstein was appointed pa
rochial vicar at Holy Trinity Church, El Paso,
Texas. He was also elected to membership
in the American Academy of Religion.
Charles A. Hepford, D.P.M., was accepted as
a delegate and lecturer to the International
Congress of Podiatry, in Rome, Italy, next
October. Dr. Leo D. Rudnytzky, professor of
German and Slavic languages at La Salle
University, appeared on German television
several times last summer with commen
taries on religion in the Soviet Union and the
status of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in
the Ukraine. He also hosted a press con
ference in Rome, Italy to discuss the Synod
of Bishops.
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Michael A. Cichan, ’76, is pictured with his wife, Paula, and their children Cecilia, 4,
and David, 6. Cecelia was the object of an outpouring of sympathy and affection from
all over the world after being the lone survivor of last year's crash of the Northwest
Airlines jetliner that took the lives of 157 others—including her parents and brother.

Michael A. Cichan, '76, an assis
tant professor in the Department
of Botany and Microbiology at
Arizona State University who
died in the tragic crash of North
west Airlines Flight 255 in Detroit
last August, was eulogized for his
“ youthful but highly distin
guished career’’ recently by the
editor of Plant Science B ulletin,
the publication of The Botanical
Society of America.
Cichan, who was working a
three year National Science Foun
dation Research grant and teach
ing plant anatomy and paleobot
any at the time of his death, was
praised for his “high level of re
search productivity and scholar
ship" by Thomas N. Tavlor, editor
of PSB.
“His research program," said
Taylor, “was always innovative,

characterized by the utilization of
new techniques, new ways of ap
proaching problems in paleobot
any and the development of more
accurate and incisive methods of
understanding growth and de
velopment in fossil plants.”
Taylor recalled Cichan as a
“private person whose life and
ambition centered around his
family," a person “who cared
about people and their feelings
deeply,” a caring individual with
much devotion and love for his
family and friends.
“Always thoughtful, quick
witted and self-effacing, he was a
delight just to be around," said
Taylor. “His colleagues will miss
his uncompromising integrity,
enthusiasm for research, and
boundless energy.”
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’6

1

___________________________________________________________

Gerald Lawrence was appointed to the
board of directors of WKPC-TV, Louisville,
Kentucky’s PBS station. He is a 1987 graduate
of Leadership Kentucky. James D. Matarese,
a teacher at Rancocas Valley High School, in
Mt. Holly, N.J., is celebrating 27 years of
teaching. Stanley T. Praiss, D.D.S., presented
a paper titled, “The Five Year History of a
Staple Implant from Insertion to Histological
Examination,” at the International Con
ference on Oral Implants, in Philadelphia.
He also presented a clinic at the 36th annual
meeting of the American Academy of Im
plant Dentistry titled, “Retaining Over
dentures with Sapphire Dental Implants.”

’62

Carabello

Caputo

elected secretary-treasurer of the Oliver
Evans Chapter of the Society of Industrial
Archaeology. James F. Reilly was promoted
to dean of enrollment management at Poly
technic University, New York.

' 6 6 ______________________________
William E. Holmes is project manager for the
development of a supercomputer at the
Supercomputing Research Center. Cecil
Paul Jones, Jr., was promoted to Lieutenant
Colonel, United States Army Reserves.
Zenon E. Kohut, Ph.D., a senior research
analyst at the Library of Congress, will have
his book, R u s s i a n C e n t r a l i s m a n d U k r a i n i a n
Autonomy, published by Harvard University
Press this Spring. Robert J. Rossi was elected
Judge of Family Court, Syracuse, New York.
Paul V. Sipala, Jr., has received his CLU
(Chartered Life Underwriter) and ChFC
(Chartered Financial Consultant) desig
nations from the American College, Bryn
Mawr, Pa. He is a marketing specialist for
Northwestern Mutual Life, Burlington, N.J.
Joseph F. Sivel is vice president of adminis
tration at Surgical Laser Technology,
Malvern, Pa.

’67
Rev. Robert J. Fritz has completed the cancer
residency for members of the clergy at
Cooper Hospital/Medical Center, in Cam
den, N.J.

of product marketing for Arete Systems, in
San Jose, Ca. A. William Krenn is senior vice
president of Edelman Public Relations, Los
Angeles, Ca. Toby Philbin was promoted to
GS-14 intelligence officer, directorate for
joint staff support. He also received the Sec
retary of Defense’s medal for meritorious
civilian service for actions relating to U.S.
information policies. Gary A. Teears is the
senior territory manager for United Medical,
division of Pfizer, Inc. Zigmund Wisniewski
was promoted to director of financial infor
mation systems, Consolidated Rail Corpo
ration, Philadelphia.
BIRTH: to A. William Krenn and his wife,
their second daughter, Emilie Catherine.

'7 1 _____________________________
Paul C. Broomhead, M.D., was appointed as
sistant medical examiner for the State of
Connecticut. He has a private practice in
internal medicine in Thomaston, Ct.
Domenic F. DeCesaris was elected president
of Keystone Mortgage Corporation, Media,
Pa. Anthony J. Morlino is vice president of
The Medical Center, at Princeton, N.J. Max
Silberman was elected union representative
at Shoemaker Junior High School, Philadel
phia.

'7 2

' 6 8 ___________________________
Quinn

John D. Caputo, a professor of philosophy at
Villanova University, published his third
book, R a d i c a l Hermeneutics, with Indiana
University Press. John F. Carabello, D.M.D.,
was inducted as a Fellow (F.A.D.I.) in the
Academy of Dentistry International, in Las
Vegas. He was one of seven Pennsylvania
dentists so honored. Thomas A. Quinn, D.O.,
has become the first osteopathic physician to
be appointed State Surgeon, overseeing all
aspects of medical care given in the National
Guard and serving as the medical advisor to
the Adjutant General, in the Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania. He is also the first os
teopathic physician from the Reserve com
ponents anywhere in the United States to
become a State Surgeon.

’63________________________
Howard G. Becker served as project director
of the recent United States Secretary of De
fense study of the organization and functions
of that office.

'64________________________
Richard Luyster was appointed chairman of
the Social Studies Department at Cardinal
O’Hara High School, Springfield, Pa.

' 6 5________________________________
John T. Bowen is operations manager for
Virginia Air Power, Inc. Edward W. Hoy was
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Joseph D. Murphy teaches eighth grade
social studies in Manalapan, N.J., and serves
as a part-time labor relations consultant for
the New Jersey Education Association. He is
a partner in the Shaw, Figga and Murphy
labor relations firm, Lindenwold, N.J.
Gerald J. O’Keefe, D.M.D., has opened a sec
ond office for the limited practice of
prosthodontics in Philadelphia.

' 6 9 _____________________________
Albert J. Bush is general sales manager at
WXTU Radio, Philadelphia. John E. DeWald
won third prize in the Philip Morris essay
contest on Constitutional Freedom of Speech
and Tobacco Ad Ban Legislation. Albert
Federico, Jr., is vice president of Swett and
Crawford, a national insurance brokerage
firm. He is serving as president of the CPCU
Society, a national professional organiza
tion. Robert J. Kauffman is president of the
Entertainment Group, Inc., which provides
total event planning and management for
corporate and social functions. Charles T.
LoPresto, Ph.D., received a doctorate in psy
chology. He is a full-time professor at Loyola
College, in Baltimore, and also maintains a
private practice specializing in the treatment
of adolescents. Thomas Rossi, Jr., was
elected vice president of the Hospital As
sociation of Pennsylvania Society of Human
Resource Professionals. He was also elected
first vice president of the United Cerebral
Palsy of Delaware County, Pa.
BIRTH: to Robert J. Budgal and his wife Ann
Marie, their second child, a daughter,
Melissa Elizabeth.

7' 0 ____________________________
Michael J. Heaney was appointed manager

Kevin J. Coyle is vice president and con
servation director for American Rivers, Inc.,
a national river conservation organization,
in Washington, D.C. Harry Fini has joined
the Squibb Operating Group of Squibb Cor
poration as director of sales, managed health
care. William F. Galvin is assistant professor
and director of the Division of Allied Health
at Gwynedd Mercy College. He was also re
appointed to the Board of Directors of the
American Lung Association of Delaware/
Chester Counties. John F. Mclnerney, Ph.D.,
has co-authored R a t i o n a l - E m o t i v e T h e r a p y
w i t h A l c o h o l i c s a n d Substance A b u s e r s with
Albert Ellis, Ph.D., Ray DiGiuseppe, and Ray
Yeager, Ph.D., of the Institute for Rational
Emotive Therapy, New York City. Louis J.
Sessinger, Jr., was named associate editor of
the D a i l y I n t e l l i g e n c e r / M o n t g o m e r y C o u n t y
R e c o r d , Jenkintown, Pa.
BIRTHS: to Kevin J. Coyle and his wife,
Ellen Whalky Dayton, a daughter, Kyla Dayton Coyle; to Thomas H. Schurtz and his
wife, Mary Ellen Roken Schurtz, '74, their
fourth child, a son, Stephen Pierce.

'7 3 _____________________________
Eugene P. Fleisher heads the Circulation De
partment at the James E. Morrow Library, at
Marshall University, Huntingdon, W.V. Al
bert R. Riviezzo, Esq., is the chairman of the
Tax and Corporate Department at Riley Law
Associates, Ltd., Paoli, Pa.

BIRTH: to Susan Schumacher-Plage and her
husband Peter, their second child, a daugh
ter, Emily Catherine.

'74 _____________________________
Mark Adelsberger has retired from the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration. He now is
employed in quality assurance by Rorer
Pharmaceutical Corporation, Fort Washing
ton, Pa. Joseph J. Costello was re-elected to
a fourth four-year term on the Rockledge
(Pa.) Borough Council. He has served as
president of the council since December,
1976. Brian Goodhart was temporarily trans
ferred to Hartford, Ct. to work on an auto
mated budgeting system for the State of Con
necticut for Price Waterhouse. Joseph
George McVeigh is assistant professor of
German at Smith College, in Massachusetts.
Robert J. Polastare was promoted to research
engineer, IBM Watson Research Center,
Yorktown, N.Y. James L. Turner, Esq., was
appointed an adjunct professor at the Uni
versity of Houston Law Center as a legal
writing instructor. He is the appellate at
torney for the Brazoria County District At
torney's Office, Angleton, Texas.
BIRTH: to Mary Ellen Roken Schurtz, and
her husband Thomas, 72, their fourth child,
a son Stephen Pierce.

'75

Perkins

James F. Bernardo has completed a two year
term as president of the Pennsylvania
chapter of the American College of Health
Care Administrators. Paul Evangelista is an
assistant professor of speech communication
at Penn State University’s Allentown cam
pus. Gregg R. Lodes, D.C., served on the na
tional board of the chiropractors test prep
aration committee. Christine McKee re
ceived the Phi Delta Kappa-Blair Daniel
Award for a outstanding dissertation
proposal. She is an administrative assistant
at the Hartrant Community School. Kathleen
V. Mullen, D.M.D., was awarded a
certificate in pediatric dentistry from St.
Christopher’s Hospital for Children, Phila
delphia. Jeffrey C. Perkins, M.D., was ap
pointed to the medical staff at Moss Re
habilitation Hospital, Philadelphia. Robert
Reichman is practicing cardio-thoracic sur
gery in San Diego, Calif. Thomas Schreiber
is controller of E.M.C. Domestic, Inc.,
Doylestown, Pa. Lawrence Siman, M.D., re
ceived an award from the American Cancer
Society for outstanding professional educa
tion.
MARRIAGE: Harry S. Shanis, Ph.D., to Julie
I. Stone, Ph.D.

7 6 ____________________________
Don Dilenno, M.D., is a full-time emergency
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The Rev. Bruce Ritter, O.F.M., the founder of Covenant House who has cared for thousands
of young runaways, was named recipient of the 1987 Signum Fidei Medal, La Salle’s highest
alumni award. Because of illness, however, Father Ritter was unable to attend the annual
Alumni Awards dinner on Nov. 20. Here Patrick VV. Kennedy (right) accepts the medal from
John J. French, '53, president of the Alumni Association, as Brother President Patrick Ellis,
F.S.C., Ph.D. watches.
physician, working in a trauma center in
Dunedin, Fla. William T. Dougherty was ac
cepted into the doctorate of education pro
gram at the University of Southern Cali
fornia. Mary Ann Tobin Fischer is brokersalesperson with Fox and Lazo Realtors. She
also became a member of the State Million
Dollar Sales Club. Robin Kroll, M.D., has
opened an obstetrical and gynecologic prac
tice in Seattle, Wash. Steven J. Lichtenstein,
M.D., is completing a fellowship in pediatric
ophthalmology at Harvard University and
the Children’s Hospital of Boston. He has
been named director of pediatric and
adolescent ophthalmology and adult
strabismus at the Louisville Regional Refer
ral Eye Center. Sabina Otto graduated with
distinction and received a master’s of educa
tion degree from Beaver College. She is now
employed by the Wissahickon (Pa.) School
District. Anne Marie Shervin Stockbower
has opened Country Cut Outs, a retail coun
try craft store, in Chestnut Hill, Philadel
phia. Francis X. Viggiano was appointed ex
ecutive director and chief administrative
and operating officer of the Minnesota State
University Student Association, in St. Paul.
MARRIAGE: Frank Smith to Rosemarie
Hee.
BIRTHS: to Christine M. Halpin, Esq., and
her husband, George Peters, their third
child, a daughter, Samantha Christine; to
Carmen A. Pilone and his wife, a son,
Christopher Michael.

7 7 _____________________________
Mark L. Barry was appointed vice president
and marine division director at Gustave J.S.
White Inc., Newport, R.I. Jeffrey P. Hurley,
M.D., is serving his final year of residency

in dermatology at Henry Ford Hospital, in
Detroit. Mark Kruger is an emergency phy
sician at Florida Hospital, in Orlando.
Gordon M. Langston, M.D., is an assistant
professor of anesthesiology at the University
of South Carolina. Jerry B. Schwartz, M.D.,
is practicing at St. Joseph’s Hospital and
Tarzana Hospital, in Burbank, Calif. Robert
H. Waters was promoted to vice president of
Fidelity Bank, in Philadelphia.
BIRTHS: to William J. Bryers and his wife
Geralynn, their third child, a daughter,
Moira Caitlin; to Gordon M. Langston, M.D.,
and his wife, their second child, a daughter,
Maura Ashlee; to Olha Mychajliw
Nowakiwsky and her husband, Roman, their
second child, a son, Christopher Michael.

'78 _____________________________
Robert J. Biester, M.D., is practicing urology
in Collingswood, N.J. Peter Mark Magolda
has joined Miami University, Oxford, Ohio,
as assistant director of residence life for
freshman and educational programs.
Michael A. Tarsitano was accepted to the
Maxwell School of Politics at Syracuse Uni
versity. He was also promoted to vice presi
dent of the executor board of B.G., Inc., N.J.
MARRIAGE: Robert J. Biester, M.D., to
Cynthia Earl Cain.
BIRTH: to Steven M. Carr, Esq., and his
wife, a son, Michael Jack.

'79 ____________________________ _
Joseph H. Eisenhardt was appointed by the
Camden County (N.J.) Board of Chosen Free
holders to the county’s Youth Services Com
mission, the Commission of Missing and Ex
ploited Children, and the Working Group on
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Domestic Violence. Teresa M. Jackson is a
chemical dependency counselor at UHS/
Keystone Center, Chester, Pa. Virginia Z.
Kasey is a docent at the Rosenbach Museum
and Library and the Philadelphia Museum
of Art. Jeffrey R. Levine, M.D., was ap
pointed to the associate staff, Department of
Obstetrics and Gynecology at West Jersey
Health System.
BIRTHS: to Monica Trotter Blash and her
husband, Robert, a daughter, Kristvn Eliza
beth: to Patricia Russo D’Annunzio and her
husband, a daughter, Christina Diane; to
Maryclaire McTamney Dzik and her hus
band, Edward V., '77, a son, Joseph.

' 8 0________________________________
Virginia Barishek was promoted to senior
manuscript editor at J.B. Lippincott Com
pany.
MARRIAGE: Dorothy A. Himes, M.D., to
Harry D. McGinnity, D.O.

j B l ________________________________
Henry Backe, Jr. M.D., is completing his resi
dency in orthopedic surgery at Temple Uni
versity Hospital. Kurt Kessler received his
doctorate in applied statistics from Syracuse
University. He is now a senior consultant in
the Washington, D.C., office of Price Waterhouse. Anna Dengel McDermott was pro
moted to senior clinical research associate at
Centocor, Inc., a biotechnology company in
Malvern, Pa. William P. McDonnell was
promoted to director, Streets Department
Data Management Center for the City of
Philadelphia. Geraldine M. Shields has com
pleted a five year training program as an
operations research analyst with the Depart
ment of Defense. She also received her
M.B.A. from La Salle University. Daniel R.
Walker is a computer analyst for Conrail.
MARRIAGE: Daniel R. Walker to Doreen
Ann Duffy.
BIRTH: to Cheryl Simpson Hennessy and
her husband, Thomas F. Hennessy, Jr., ’78,
their first son, Thomas Francis III.

'8 2 ____________________________
Mark S. Farber is the coordinator of the
medical appointment staff at PATH, Inc. He
has also been accepted into the International
Brotherhood of Magicians. Burton Langer,
M.D., is completing his residency in pedi
atrics at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.
Angela Martello received a master’s of sci
ence degree in geology from the University
of Connecticut. She is a proof reader/editor
at the Institute for Scientific Information
(ISI), Philadelphia. Navy Lt. j.g. Thomas A.
McGrath participated in exercise National
Week 88 while serving aboard the frigate
USS A i n s w o r t h , homeported in Norfolk, Va.
Steve Rice is assistant men’s basketball
coach at Mansfield (Pa.) University. Michael
Rosenbaum, D.M.D., is completing oral pedi
atric residency at St. Christopher's Hospital,
Philadelphia. John C. Stiga was appointed
resale credit customer service supervisor for
Mobil Oil’s marketing accounting office, in
Valley Forge, Pa.
MARRIAGE.- Kenneth M. Adelberger to
Brooke Linda Gunther.
BIRTHS: to Mary L. Kaiser Gillespie and
her husband, Joe, their first child, a son,
Ryan; to Randall G. Matlack and his wife,
Maria Finkle Matlack, ’82, a son, Peter
Michael; to Fancesca Zorzi and her husband,
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their first child, a son, Anthony Raymond.

' 8 3________________________________
Arthur Hull Hayes, III, is a practicing at
torney with the law firm of Kelley, Drye and
Warren, in New York. Celine M. Servino is
serving as a Peace Corps volunteer in Costa
Rica. She is a teacher/trainer in learning
disabilities.
MARRIAGE: Arthur Hull Hayes, III, to
Janice Pavlides.
BIRTH: to Catherine Colbert-Renz and her
husband, Brian, their first child, a son, Ste
phen John.

the sales department at Walnut Equipment
Leasing Company, Bala Cynwyd, Pa.
Winifred M. Venit is a special education
teacher at Klinger Junior High School, South
ampton, Pa.
MARRIAGES: Marcella McKenzie to John
Scott Flubacher, 86; Winifred M. Venit to
Robert J. Houk, Jr., '84.
BIRTH: to Robert C. Noble and his wife,
Madeline S. Noble, '87, a son, Jacob Smith
Noble.

M.B.A.

’84 ___________________________

’80

Angela Galiano-Roth is attending graduate
school at Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y.
Rich Jansky is a systems analyst with the
Federal Reserve Board. Jeffrey M. McGarry
is employed by Computer Sciences Corpo
ration as a systems analyst, designing the
Aegis Tactical Executive System. He is a pro
gram support consultant at RCA’s Combat
Systems and Engineering Development
Center. Michael J. Planning is a mortgage
banker at B.F. Saul Mortgage. James M. Tittinger has been commissioned a second
lieutenant in the U.S. Air Force. Joann M.
Vinci was promoted to supervisor of the Re
tirement Plans Unit at Merrill Lynch.
MARRIAGES: Thomas Flack to Lisa A.
Humphries: Angela Galiano to Thomas Roth;
Robert J. Houk, Jr., to Winifred M. Venit, '87;
Christa Pasquini to Daniel G. Saltzman.
BIRTH: to Christopher Malone, and his
wife, Lisa, their second child, a son, Ryan
Christopher.

Peter J. Ryerson was promoted to senior
manager at Peat, Marwick, Main and Com
pany, in the firm’s Cleveland office.

’85______________________________
Kym Corscadden Smythe received her mas
ter’s in education degree in student affairs
and higher education administration from
the University of Vermont. She is a pro
fessional hall director at the University of
Delaware. John D. Kiggins has joined E.F.
Hutton as an equity trader. Laurie
McConchie Meehan is a member of the tech
nical staff in the Software Technology
Division of Bell Communications Research.
Ksenia G. Zeikowski received a master’s of
nursing degree from the University of Penn
sylvania.
MARRIAGES: Kim Corscadden to Douglas
S. Smythe; Laurie McConchie to Mark
Meehan, '86.
BIRTHS: to Jonathan Rivard and his wife,
Georgine, twin sons, William and Timothy.

' 86_____________________
Anthony J. Baratta is on the Dean’s List at
Temple University Law School. He recently
won the Samuel J. Polsky Moot Court Com
petition, earning the right to compete na
tionally for Temple this spring. Anna Marie
Hollup-Bahls is an associate programmer
with UNISYS Corporation. Lois Potter, R.N.,
was appointed operating room head nurse at
Metropolitan Hospital—Springfield (Pa.)
Division.
MARRIAGES: John Scott Flubacher to
Marcella McKenzie, '87; Stephen Leshak to
Susan Zazo; Mark Meehan to Laurie
McConchie, '85.

’87_____________________________
Christine Johnson is an account executive in

' 8 3__________________________________
Albert Cibos was promoted to general
auditor at N/E Bank of Pennsylvania. Joseph
M. Claffey is a pilot-first officer with Con
tinental Airlines. He is also a Major in the
U.S. Air Force Reserves. Edward P. Kiessling
is a production manager at the Philadelphia
office of Alexander and Alexander.
BIRTHS: to Edward P. Kiessling and his
wife, a daughter, Megan Elizabeth; to Linda
Mauro Stoll and her husband, Joseph, a son
Joseph Matthew.

'84.______________________________
Ingo S. Kraus was promoted to assistant in
vestment officer at the Penn Mutual Life In
surance Company.
BIRTH: to Joseph Stoll and his wife, Linda
Mauro Stoll, a son, Joseph Matthew.

' 8 5_______________________________
Anthony J. Gizzi is manager—international
financial reporting for Cigna Corporation.
Charles D. Henderson has joined the home
office of Cigna Corporation, Property and
Casualty Companies, as a product line
superintendent, general liability, respon
sible for the technical administration of
Cigna’s Western region.

' 8 6_________________________________
Anna Dengel McDermott was promoted to
senior clinical research associate at Cen
tocor, Inc., a biotechnology company in
Malvern, Pa.

' 87_____________________________
BIRTH: to Maria Soulintzis-Kolokithias and
her husband, Jim, their first child, a daugh
ter, Christina Marie.

PASTORAL
COUNSELING

’87______________________________
Sheila Mulliam has retired as a Navy nurse.
She is volunteering within the Pastoral Care
Unit at St. John of God’s Community Ser
vices, in Westville Grove, N.J.

MEMORIES

•

•

•

At this time of our 125th An
niversary Year, we reflect on our ben
efactors. We give thanks for all we
have received. Is it also not ap
propriate for Alumni to consider the
impact of La Salle on their lives?
If the course of our destiny in the
next century is important to you, we
ask that you remember La Salle in
your estate planning. Wills, trusts and
other forms of planned gifts grow in
importance as La Salle prepares for
generations to come. They also
provide a way for you to be re
membered as a result of your legacy
to La Salle University.
For more information, please write
to us. We’ll be glad to send you a
brochure that describes how you can
be remembered for many years to
come.
PLANNED GIVING OFFICE
Arthur C. Stanley, Director
La Salle University
Philadelphia, PA 19141
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